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St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 

Grand Blanc, Michigan 

Funeral Guidelines 
 

 

The burial service has the structure of the liturgy of the Word and forms a single 

service with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  The requests of the family will be 

respected, unless prohibited by this policy, the 1979 Book of Common Prayer, the 

canons of the Episcopal Church or policies of the Bishop of Eastern Michigan. 

 

A Bishop or Priest should preside at the service, but if none are available, a deacon 

may preside.    

 

The liturgical color of a funeral is white. 

 

The presiding priest wears Eucharistic vestments if the Eucharist is to be celebrated.  

If not the celebrant or Officiant may wear cassock, surplice and stole or tippit.  A 

presiding Deacon should wear cassock, surplice and stole or tippit. 

 

The note on page 507 in the Prayer Book sets a tone for the service as an Easter liturgy.  

The service is characterized by joy that nothing separates us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

The celebrant meets the casket at the door of the church.  Two prayers are said (BCP 

p. 466).  It is proper that the casket be covered with a pall, either the white pall or the 

American flag (if appropriate).  The priest may sprinkle Holy Water on the casket. 

 

The casket may be brought to the church prior to the funeral.  If this is the case, the 

prayers mentioned above will be said at that time.  Viewing of the body may take place 

in the Columbarium Chapel prior to the service.  Before the service the casket will be 

closed and not reopened. 

 

A pall is placed on the casket prior to the procession.  The American Flag, if the 

decedent is so authorized, may be used as the pall. 

 

 

 

 



Revised June 2012 

 

 

 

The priest and assisting ministers precede the casket down the aisle either while a 

hymn is sung or as appropriate scripture readings are read.   If an acolyte (or member 

of the decedent’s family) is present, he or she may carry the paschal candle and lead 

the procession.   

 

The paschal candle is placed at the head of the casket. 

 

Cremains may be placed on a small table in the center of the crossing allowing for 

passage on all four sides.  The cremains (no matter of the container) are covered with 

a pall (veil).   A picture and or flag may be placed beside the cremains on the table. 

 

The paschal candle is placed beside and to the front of the table. 

 

A member of the family, friend or an appointed lector should read the lessons.  The 

Deacon should lead the prayers.  A homily is presented by the Officiant or minister 

appointed. 

 

The presiding priest in consultation with the family, may permit a time of sharing 

where family members give remembrances of the deceased.  Normally these 

remembrances should be no longer than 3 minutes.  Only those selected by the family, 

prior to the service will bring remembrances. 

 

The Holy Eucharist may follow the service of the word.  Although there is usually no 

collection at a funeral, an offertory hymn, or solo is sung as the holy table is set. 

 

A display of pictures and other items of interest concerning the decedent may be 

placed in the gathering space (narthex). 

 

Flowers from family and friends may be artfully displayed in the narthex prior to the 

service.   Two flower displays may be placed in their customary places for the service. 

 

The St. Christopher’s Director of Music is the contact for music at the service.  

She/He will either play for the service or work with you and the rector in providing 

suitable music.  
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Music shall be selected from the Hymnal 1982 of the Episcopal Church.  Easter and 

joyful hymns are strongly recommended.   Secular music is not recommended, 

however may be permitted in consultation with the presiding priest.  No prerecorded 

music will be permitted during the service.  Hymns not in the hymnal will be approved 

on an individual basis.   The family is responsible to pay a fee for the St. Christopher’s 

organist. If you wish another individual to play the organ, there will be a bench fee 

paid to the St. Christopher’s organist.  Payments may be made directly to the organist 

or to the church designated for the organist. 

 

The Altar Guild will take charge of flowers.  If you wish to keep the sanctuary flowers, 

please contact the altar guild. 

 

Fraternal rites will not be permitted during the service.  Where fraternal rites are 

desired, they should precede the funeral, or take place at the funeral chapel or at the 

home of the lodge or other organization.  Veterans and fraternal graveside services 

will be permitted.  No rites will follow the committal service other than appropriate 

military ceremonial. 

 

Military graveside service should take the form of honoring the flag, the traditional 

gun salute ending with taps.  The type of service provided is dependent on the 

eligibility of the deceased. 

 

There is never a fee for the services of the priest or the use of the Church building. 

An honorarium for the participating clergy, altar guild and acolytes, is appropriate, 

welcomed and always appreciated, but not required. 
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Funeral Fee Schedule 

 

There is no fee for members or non-members for funeral services conducted by the 

clergy of St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church.   An honorarium is always appreciated 

and appropriate.  For tax purposes, any monetary gift for clergy should be made 

payable to the clergyperson themselves and not to the church. 

Organist Fee………………………… $150.00 

Bench Fee………………………….... $  50.00 

The Rector of St. Christopher’s Church may waive fees if family circumstances 

require. 

- 

If a reception would be appreciated following the service and committal, please 

make arrangements with the priest. 

 


