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*New Family Night Activities*
Wednesday Night FaNtASTiC

beginning with a soup supper at 6 pm

Cookie Walk
The cookie walk last Saturday, 
December 10th was a great suc-
cess!!  We had over 31 bakers!  
There were so many different 
varieties of pretty, scrumptious 
cookies. Fellowship hall smelled 
like a bakery all weekend!  We 
raised over $1,000 to contribute 
to our budget deficit for 2016. 
A big thank you to all of the 
volunteers who helped organize, 
bake, set-up and run the cookie 
walk.  A special thank you to El-
len for her donations of supplies, 
organizational skills and time. It 
was nice to see everyone come 
together!

Angela Campell, Junior Warden
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information
•New Fundraiser
and so much 
more!
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Fr. Don’s Doodles:
My Favorite Christmas Memory

What is your favorite memory of Christmas?   Why not ask 
someone that question and get to know them a little bet-
ter.  I am always amazed at how we can receive the Holy 
Eucharist with each other Sunday after Sunday but never 
get to know each other and never ask questions.  Of all 
the profanity in the world nothing is worse than “shut-up” 
as it demeans the very existence of the other person, they 
are not worth hearing.  Of all the love in the world, noth-
ing is more sincere than listening quietly without the need 
to talk, or just being with someone without words being 
spoken.

I believe I was seven years old and it had not been a good 
Christmas season at the store.  A new big box store had 
opened 30 miles away and the small businesses in the lo-
cal downtown were suffering as people drove, sometimes 
in horrible weather, to the bigger town.  Dad, Mom and 
my Grandmother spent 10 hours every day (but Sunday) 
in the store staying open late into the night.  The store 
window had a working train and a moving Santa, and all 
the display cases were arranged in beautiful holiday mate-
rial.  Every ring, watch, broach and silver piece was shined 
and shined again. 

At home, there were no presents and no tree, no lights 
outside; just the work and the resulting gloom of a poor 
business year.  I was too young to know all the worries, as 
is the reality with kids; I figured that, with the bad busi-
ness, Santa would not be visiting.

On Christmas Eve, we trudged through the snow to the 
late service.  I remember standing in the dark singing 
Silent Night.  Snow had fallen while we were in church, 
and I remember Dad helping my Kindergarten teacher get 
her car out of the parking lot.  On the way home, it was so 
very quiet.  The downtown decorations were off after mid-
night, even the sugar plum tree on the Court House lawn 
and “Santa’s House”, where my cousin, (Don) pretended 
he was Santa, were dark.

Arriving home, I went quickly to bed mostly because I was tired and because I wanted the morning to 
come as quickly as possible.   Yet, the idea that there would be no tree was sad.

Sometime Christmas morning something awakened me, and I was thirsty so, I got up to go to the bath-
room and get a drink.   I noticed my Mother sitting in the living room and while there were no lights 

continued on page 4
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The Diocese of Eastern Michigan has joined with several others in The Episcopal Church to offer a 
course of training in the Diocesan Church Development Institute (DCDI). This initiative equips partici-
pating congregations in their mission and ministry as well as providing a structure to encourage and 
support each other as individual parishes and as a diocese.

DCDI is a leadership training program focused on the ministry of developing the spiritual, community 
and organizational life of a congregation through a hands on approach to learning. Its goal is to equip 
parish teams to lead congregations into the future through:
• Renewing the baptismal identity and the apostolic ministry of parishioners
• Providing tools and strategies for growth and openness for transformation
• Empowering congregational teams to not only work effectively towards a common goal, but to know   
   its identity – its calling
• And to begin looking at how to embody this Godly call into mission
This is a collaboration between the Dioceses of Eastern and Western Michigan.

WHERE?
The Ralph A. McMullen (RAM) Center 
104 Conservation Drive
Roscommon, MI 48653

WHEN?
The DCDI program consists of eight Friday & Saturday sessions spread out over two years.
We gather at 10:00am on Friday and depart at 3:00pm on Saturday.
The dates for 2017 are:
March 24-25, 2017
May 5-6, 2017
September 29-30, 2017
November 17-18, 2017
 Questions? Contact Canon to the Ordinary Michael Spencer at mspencer@eastmich.org.

The information above is copied from our Diocesan website about this relatively new program in lead-
ership development offered by our diocese.  Aside from transportation, all expenses for room and 
board are covered by the diocese.  The program is designed to train teams of half a dozen or fewer 
from each congregation interested in participating.  The team approach allows for group projects and 
sharing notes and impressions - not to mention getting to know others in our own and other congrega-
tions better.  I attended the first year of the Coppage Gordon program; learned a lot about the Bible, 
spirituality, and liturgy, and made friends with people from all over the diocese.  This program offers 
a chance to learn more about leadership and working together to accomplish goals.  Who wants to join 
me?

Linda Rathburn, Senior Warden

DCDI
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Fr. Don’s Doodles continued from page 2...
on, the room was quite bright.  I went out into the living 
room and she asked me if I was ok.  Then I saw it… it 
was huge, or at least I thought so:  a big beautiful Christ-
mas Tree standing in our dining room, and it was lit with 
multi-colored lights and decorated with ornaments, and 
tinsel and icicles.  It was, and to some extent still is, the 
most beautiful sight I had ever seen.  I jumped and per 
my mother, my eyes were bigger than my face.  It wasn’t 
the presents, it wasn’t Santa, it was that big beautiful 
tree. 

Later I learned that my Dad who was even less mechani-
cally inclined than I am, knew the guy that sold Christ-
mas trees out on the edge of town and talked him in to 
letting him go and get a tree.  Somehow, he got the thing 
home in our 1964 Chrysler Newport, took it down to the 
basement and trimmed it, then brought it back up the 
stairs to the dining room.

There is a little magic in this wonderful holy time and 
I hope you will each spend precious time with those 
you love and maybe get to know someone you do not.  I 
hope you will celebrate the arrival of Jesus and the joy he 
brings to all of us by joining your church in singing carols, 
lighting candles, celebrating the sacrament of new life 
and feeling the warmth and love of your church family.  

Oh, you might even see a Christmas Tree.

Merry Christmas!
Fr. Don and Marcie

Please look for an ongoing fundraiser here at St. Christopher’s: 
The Scrip Program.

We will be releasing more details soon about this upcoming fundraiser that will allow you to give to St. 
Christopher’s throughout the year in a new and convenient way.
In the meantime - What stores do you like to do your grocery and other shopping at?  Please write 
a note and put in the junior warden mailbox in the office or send Angela an e-mail at juniorwarden@
stchrisgrandblanc.org.

New Fundraiser Coming Soon
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Upcoming
Lessons
RCL Year A

Dec. 18 - Advent 4
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Dec. 24 - 
Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14(15-20)

Dec. 25 - 
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12)
John 1:1-14

Jan. 1 - New Years
Numbers 6:22-27
Psalm 8
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 2:15-21

Jan. 8 - Epiphany 1
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Find the readings 
every week on the 

church website or at 
lectionarypage.net
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Camp Chick's schedule for next year is shown below.  Details can be found at www.campchickagami.
org.
Ladies, please notice the Women's Retreat Aug. 18-20, 2017.  Anyone want to join me?  Camp isn't just 
for the kids any more!

Camp Chickagami 2017

Remember: www.campchickagami.org and August!

Linda Rathburn, Senior Warden
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The Annual Meeting of St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2016 
beginning with the Holy Eucharist at 10:15 A.M.  The meeting will take place within the context of 
worship.

During the meeting the congregation will elect three members to serve on the vestry for the next 
three-years.  A list of nominees will be available shortly.

All reports will be published on-line at the following address:   http://jacob.stchrisgrandblanc.org/
am2017  

A few reports will be distributed at the meeting including reports from the Priest-in-Charge, Treasurer, 
Wardens and the 2017 Budget.

The congregation will also be asked to amend section 1 of article 1 of our parish by-laws changing the 
legal name of the parish from:

“Rector, Churchwardens and Vestry of St. Christopher’s Church” to “St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 
of Grand Blanc, Michigan.”  This change will then need to be approved by the Standing Committee of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Eastern Michigan and then sent to the Office of the Secretary of State.

Call: Annual Meeting

When you are admitted to a hospital, nursing care facility or rehabilitation center we wish to know.  Our 
clergy would like to call on you and say a prayer or provide the sacrament of healing.  Our clergy and 
lay Eucharistic visitors are available to bring communion to you in the hospital, or your home.  We can 
do this and more IF we know you are there.

Only one local hospital informs our office that you have been admitted and 
then only if you ask them to do so when you check-in.   Sometimes that 

information is not given to us until after you have been discharged, espe-
cially if you are admitted on Friday or over a weekend.   The best way for 
us to know is for you to tell us.   This is especially true for those who are 
home bound.  Just call us.   Wouldn't communion be a wonderful addi-
tion to your celebration of Christmas?

Under HIPPA our office and clergy know that we are not permitted to 
release any information about your hospitalization or anything to do with 

your medical care without your permission.

Call the office at 694-3600 anytime day or night and leave a message with Fr. Don at option 1.
Thank you!

Hospitalized
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The Senior Warden’s Report
While your pledge cards are still welcome if you 
have not yet committed for next year, the Steward-
ship Campaign is over.  Members of this congre-
gation are incredible!  We've exceeded last year's 
commitment to both the Operating and the Build-
ing Funds!  The Building Fund commitment is 

nearly enough for all of next year's mortgage payments!  (Anyone have any great ideas for reducing the 
principal?)  There will still be a large deficit in the Operating Fund which we'll be working to reduce as 
best we can but we've pretty much cut expenses to the bone...

Remember this statement from my report last month, "At this point we're still a long ways from even 
last year's budget (which included a large deficit) let alone what we need for next year (which will prob-
ably also include a large deficit).  Details are available from either Fr. Don or me if you really want 
them before the annual meeting at which the budget will be made public."?  Pat yourselves on the 
back!

Many, many thanks to all who served on the Stewardship Committee with me and to those who helped 
in any way.  I was in uncharted waters and truly needed every one of you.  Thank you!

We still need to fill a variety of voluntary ministry positions.  Many thanks to those who volunteered 
already for the new position of Counters for the offering.  We would also love to hear new voices read-
ing lessons on Sunday - lectors don't have to robe or serve the Eucharist, they just read.  Please call the 
office if you can help out in any capacity.

In February the Vestry will meet with Michael Spencer, the Canon to the Ordinary, and learn what 
needs to happen to find a new Rector.

My apologies and appreciation to the knitters and crocheters who met the Monday after Thanksgiving 
and worried that I wasn't well.  
I was fine but a bit scatter-
brained and failed to write the 
meeting on my new refrigera-
tor calendar.  By the way, the 
fourth Monday in December is 
the day after Christmas.  Shall 
we try to meet or skip Decem-
ber and meet next in January?

Linda Rathburn, Senior Warden

St. Christopher's volunteered an unused classroom 
after FISH of Grand Blanc ran out of room for food 
following their "Stuff the Bus" event.   The food 
and hygiene products will be used over the com-
ing months for families in our area in need and 
moved to their other Food storage facility at Hill 
Funeral Home.
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Good Day, fellow St. Christopher church go-
ers! 

From the Music Corner, we have an excit-
ing and really neat thing to share with our 
church!  On Epiphany, January 6th at 7 p.m., 
our church will be presenting a lovely work, 
originally written as the first opera for tele-
vision, (it was the very first Hallmark Cards 
production): Gian Carlo Menotti's beautiful 
story of "Amahl and the Night Visitors". 

Most of our adult choir will be singing in 
this piece, as well as members of the opera 
workshop class from the Flint Institute of 
Music. Father Don is embracing this work 

as 'our service' for this evening, and I really do hope that we all will be able to step away from our busy 
lives for 45 minutes, and partake of this magical story! 

The story involves a young boy, who has difficulty walking and possesses a vivid imagination; his 
mother, who is very poor and doesn't know from where their next meal will come; a visit from three 
mysterious travelers, and even a 'miracle' to make this story complete! 

Please do mark your calendars and plan to be here. It is such a beautifully heart-warming story, told 
wonderfully through the medium of music! 

In Christ, I am, yours, Nada

Notes from the Music Room


