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“Dare to be Different is a magical journey into the book A Wrinkle in Time by
beloved Episcopal author, Madeleine
L'Engle. We follow Meg Murry, an
awkward young girl, as she embarks on
a journey through time and space to save
her father. Meg is accompanied by her
younger brother, Charles Wallace, and a
friend, Calvin O'Keefe. On the journey
we will be guided by a number of outof-this-world beings: Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs.
Which, Mrs. Who, the Happy Medium
and Aunt Beast. Through games, activities, crafts, and adventures we learn about
our spiritual gifts, how our differences make us special, and we affirm the power of
love, courage and self-sacrifice.”
Monday, July 18th thru Thursday July 21st from 9am – 12 noon. We will conclude
with a family celebration on Thursday evening.
Please contact Ashley Sweers, Director of Family Ministry, with any registration
or volunteer related questions. Ashley can be reached at 810-694-3600 or by email
ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org. A $7 materials fee per participant is requested at the
time of registration (please note that there is a $20 per family cap for three or more
children from one family participating). All materials and supplies including snacks
are included in this fee.

We need volunteers for VBS!

If you are interested, please email Ashley (ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org).

Farewell from Ashley

Dear Friends,

St. Christopher’s Episcopal
Church

9020 S. Saginaw Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439
(810) 694-3600
Office@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Office Hous: Tuesday - Friday, 9 am - 4 pm

Staff
The Right Reverend Todd Ousley,
Bishop of Eastern Michigan
The Reverend Donald F. Davidson,
Priest in Charge
frdon@stchrisgrandblanc.org
The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr,
Priest in Residence
The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie,
Associate Emeritus
Ashley Sweers, Director of Family Ministry
Ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Nada Radakovich, Director of Music
nada@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Dr. Greg Hassold
Parish Organist
greg@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Elizabeth Sauvie, Administrative Assistant
Elizabeth@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Stephanie Finn, Sexton
Stephanie@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Stay up to date !

www.strchrisgrandblanc.org
Like us on facebook:
St. Christopher’s
Episcopal Church

My time is coming to an end as Director of Family Ministry
with St. Christopher’s so I wanted to share some thoughts with
all of you. Since starting here in 2011, I have formed friendships with so many of you! I will truly miss the fellowship,
stories and friendship you have all shared with me. From the
moment I walked in the doors of St. Christopher’s as a childcare provider, I felt welcomed by so many smiling faces and
open arms.
I have watched the children grow in their faith with support
from their families, friends and all of you! I would like to say
a special thank you to all of the parents for sharing your most
precious gifts with us. Your children have truly been awesome
and will continue to do amazing things in their lifetime. I have
enjoyed every minute spent with them! I couldn’t have provided programming without the help of Mary and Alexis and to
them, I am forever grateful!
Please continue to support the children and their families
through this time of transition as well as Father Don, the vestry
and those who will take on volunteer roles. St. Christopher’s
will remain in my prayers; I wish all of you nothing but the
best!
Peace,
Ashley Sweers
Director of Family Ministry

Special Summer Services

MASS ON THE GRASS CHANGE
The “Mass on the Grass” scheduled for August 7th has been
moved back to our building. Time 10:15 A.M. Service in our
Nave. Following the service WE WILL HAVE a “pot-luck”
picnic in the Fellowship Hall. We will grill hot-dogs and
hamburgers (church provided) and alternatives for Vegetarians
along with plates, cups, buns and condiments. We will also
provide cold drinks. Please bring and share a side-dish and/or
dessert. Please make this change in your plans now, and
join us for this fun day.
Sunday, August 21 at 10:15 we will be hosting the FLINT
MASTERS SINGERS. Please come to enjoy this beautfiul
music-filled service!
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So many things,
So little time

Upcoming
Lessons

On Sunday, August 14, 2016 following the 10:15 A.M. I will conduct a parish
forum to update everyone on a number items. A bit like a television commercial advertising a new fall show, let me tell you a little about the items that I
hope to share.

RCL Year C - Track 1

THE VESTRY has undergone a great change with the loss of four members
(three elected and our Treasurer) and will elect all new officers (with the exception of the Senior Warden) on July 26th. We now have a full vestry with
the recent election of Angela Campbell, Marsha Kump and John Greene. We
shall persevere and move forward and I am thankful for the dedication of all
of our vestry members.
FINANCES are tough at St. Christopher’s. With the help of our Senior Warden, I will prepare and present a status report on our finances.
FORMATION and youth programs are going to be under the leadership of volunteers.
This area will be the most important part
of our Sunday discussion. If it is going to
happen, it is up to us. Our financial situation manifests itself in the inability to pay
for staff to “do” formation. So, we will be
looking for qualified volunteers for childcare, coordinator of our Sunday Formation
for youth, teachers and assistants. If anything is going to take place in this area, it is now up to us…all of us. Being a
kid-friendly church is not a luxury, it is a necessity if we wish to invite families with children to become a part of our family.
MISSION AND OUTREACH We have signed on as a support parish for
Family Promise, yet only two people supported our last FP week with Holly
Calvary United Methodist Church. We need leadership and workers to support our week in September. Next to welcoming and accommodating children, outreach is the single most important way that a church shows its authenticity to new members and to its community.
There may be other announcements, and of course questions will be welcome.
I promise to keep the event between 45 and 60 minutes. If we do not get everything done, you can expect another opportunity soon.
Allow me to conclude with a paraphrase from one of my favorite baseball
movies “Field of Dreams.” The line from the movie is “If you build it, they
will come.” My challenge to our community is: “If you do it, it will happen.”
With prayer and God’s help…let us move forward.
Don+
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July 17 - Pentecost 9
Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42
July 24 - Pentecost 10
Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
Luke 11:1-13
July 31 - Pentecost 11
Hosea 11:1-11
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21
August 7 - Pentecost 12
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40
Find the readings every
week on the church
website or at
lectionarypage.net

notes v
the Music Room

Hellllo Everyone!!!! (to quote Karl Haas,
Adventures in Good Music) We have had a
wonderful summer so far, musically speaking-some glorious vocal music has been
presented during our services; we have had
a very inspiring patriotic tribute played by
our terrific new bell choir (thank you, Chris
Miley for all of the hard work and great leadership you have provided us) and, for those
of you who took the time and trouble to write
down on the sign-up sheet we had out in the
Narthex, we are incorporating 30 of your
favorite hymns over the summer months
in our worship services. (The list really got
rather long-there were over 50 suggestions!)
I really was happy to see that we all have our
'favorites' and there were even some folks
who requested that we NOT sing certain
hymns ("O for A Thousand Tongues to Sing"
comes to mind...) Thank you everyone, for
your valuable input!
Something else to share as well, is information about a very neat event (something I had
heard about when I first started at St. Christopher): a memorial jazz concert in honor of
your beloved music director, Katherine S.
Huber. I am so thrilled that I will get to hear
this explosion of musical color and excitement in just a few weeks! The Fourth Annual Katherine S. Huber Jazz Concert will be
taking place here in the sanctuary Wednesday
evening, August 3! This beautiful program
which honors Mrs. Huber, will be presented by The Grand Blanc Council for the Arts and the Community
Foundation of Greater Flint on August 3rd, at 7:30 p.m. For those of you who are ''lovers of jazz and blues''
save Aug. 3 at 7:30 p.m. on your calendars for an unforgettable evening of New Orleans musical 'styling'! Detroit drummer R.J. Spangler and his Rhythm Rockers are coming to St. Christopher’s as the featured performers
in the fourth annual Katherine Stickney Huber Memorial Concert. The concert is free, courtesy of a generous
grant from the Grand Blanc Community Fund/the Community Foundation of Greater Flint.
Mrs. Huber was a former choir director and organist at St. Christopher’s and a long-time supporter of the arts
in Genesee County. Her husband, the Rev. Dr. William G. Huber, was a psychologist and an Episcopal minister.
Spangler and his smokin’ hot 10-piece band features special guest performers saxophonist David Huber – one of
Mrs. Huber’s five sons and a well-known jazz player in the Flint area – and trumpet player Jeff Stickney, who is
making the trek from Missoula, MT for the concert. Bring a friend and enjoy a wonderful evening of jazz and
blues!
Yours, In Christ---Nada
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the Senior Warden’s
Report
We are making progress! The Vestry elected three new members to complete the terms for the vacant seats. All three
have accepted! We have a full Vestry!

Consolidation of bank accounts is ongoing. This should
make proper fund handling and reporting easier and more
transparent to everyone.
I have started seeking those interested in being part of the
Stewardship Team for this year. So far two have graciously
accepted my invitation. If you are interested in participating in or even leading this effort, please let me know.
One or two steps at a time we are making progress toward more stability. Your prayers for us are definitely
helping. Please keep on praying for both the Vestry and our congregation as a whole.
I can be reached at seniorwarden@stchrisgrandblanc.org or on Sunday before or after the 10:15 service. (My
apologies to the 8 a.m. group - I don’t function well quite that early but I usually arrive before 9.)
Linda Rathburn, Senior Warden

Financial Report

						Operating Fund		
Building Fund
Monthly Expenses:			$31,000.00			$13456.00
June Gifts/Pledges Received:		$11,992.75			$13,855.00

upcoming events...
VBS 2016: Dare to be Different

Monday, July 18th - Thursday, July 21st

Katherine S. Huber Memorial Concert

Wednesday, August 3rd at 7:30 pm
Join us for the fourth annual Katherine S. Huber Memorial Concert with the New Orleans-style jazz music
of R.J. Spangler and his Rhythm Rockers. This is a free concert thanks to the generous grant money giving by the Grand Blanc Community Fund and the Community Fund of Greater Flint.

Church Pot-luck Picnic			

Sunday August 7th at 11 am
Following the 10:15 am service, we will have a “picnic” potluck. The church will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie alternatives and drinks. Please bring side dishes, deserts and your own chairs.

Transitional Update			 Sunday August 14th at 11 am

Fr. Don and members of the Vestry will give an update as we conclude the first year of transition. The
update will include the financial status of the parish, various project updates as well as a discussion of the
need for lay ministry in many areas of church life. There will be no voting and no action will take place.

Special Guests - Flint Master’s Singers

Sunday August 21st at the 10:15 am service
We will be hosting the Flint Master’s Singers Choir, Tom Fortier, Director.
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Worship Servers Schedule: July 17 – August 14, 2016
Lector/LEMs

Ushers/Greeters

Tim Weston

July 17

Acolytes

Coffee Hour

—————

—————

Tosin Aluko

Pat & Ken
Peterson, Kris
Kaiser, Jane Yorks
& Harold & Sharon
Escue

—————

—————

8 am

10:15 am

Frank Burger
(Lector & LEM1)
2 – Kathy Curtis

Flo Gjerstad & Bill
Thewalt /
Mike Latesky &
Carol Lutgens

Dean Bedford

8 am
July 24
10:15 am

Bill Thewalt
(Lector)
1 - Kathy Curtis
2 - Joyce Thewalt

Joe LePard &
Helen Lackey /
Bob Carter & Bill
Thewalt

Tim Weston

Dotun Aluko

—————

—————

Dotun Aluko, Jack,
Abby & Daniel
Keyes

JoAnne Krieger,
Alicia Hebb & Abi
Hebb

—————

—————

—————

—————

8 am
July 31
10:15 am

Marsha Kump
(Lector & LEM1)
2 – Joyce Thewalt

Frank Burger &
Mike Latesky /
Joyce & Bill
Thewalt

Judy Miller

August 7

8 am

10:15 am

Angela Campbell
(Lector & LEM1)
2 – Linda
Rathburn

Joe LePard & Bill
Thewalt /
Abby Chou & Bob
Carter

Tom Dyke

8 am
August 14

Bill Thewalt
(Lector)
1
–
Linda
Rathburn
10:15 am
2 – Kathy Curtis

Bob Carter & Mary
VanDuyne /
Carol & Rick
Lutgens

July Altar Guild:
Chair – Louise McAra
Flo Gjerstad, Judy Miller, Sharon Rice
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