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All animals are invited to bring their owners and attend the service which, 
depending on the weather, we either be held inside or outside.   Dogs, 
please remember to bring your leash so you can control your human.  Cats 
are advised to stay inside their first class crate quarters so that they are not 
contaminated with undue human attention or the presence of dogs.   Other 
critters are welcome and may include: guinea pigs, rabbits, sugar gliders, 

gerbils, hamsters, rats, mice, snakes, lizards, crabs, 
tranchulas, lamas, alpacas, sheep, cows, pigs, hors-
es, donkeys, camels and Tasmanian devils.

Fr. Don and Fr. Mike will be available to bless 
each critter individually.   A St. Francis medal will 
be awarded to each blessed animal.  Animals are 
asked to give their medals to their owners for safe 
keeping or bling wearing.

Human children without current animal siblings 
are welcome to bring a stuffed animal for a bless-
ing.

The Blessing of the Animals honors Saint Francis 
of Assisi who lived in the early part of the 11th 
century in Italy and founded the Order of Friars 

continued on page 2

The Annual Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 2nd at 1 pm
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St. Christopher’s 
Episcopal Church

My theme for this time of year is Stewardship.  The word 
has more than four letters but some still think of it as a 
dirty word or, at least, a word to be avoided.  In reality it’s 
just a concept of caring for what is ours.

During this time, I ask you to pray as Father Don has re-
quested for this congregation and it’s ministry in this place 
and time.  In addition, I ask that you seriously consider 
what it is about this congregation and this building that 
make you keep coming back.  In spite of the real estate 
quote (“Location, Location, Location”), for many of you 
as for me it’s not just where the building is located.  In 
your consideration, remember that we need money both 
to properly run our building, office, programs, etc., and 
to continue paying down the mortgage we acquired with 
this beautiful structure.  Therefore, the Stewardship Com-
mittee will meet to determine how to ask each of you to 
promise or pledge to maintaining this congregation and 
building.  In the meantime, the Vestry will be considering 
their own pledges (they are part of the congregation after 

Senior Warden’s 
Report

Annual Blessings continued...
Minor (commonly called the Franciscans).  He is one of the 
most venerated saints of the Christian Church.  He is also 
the Patron Saint of Italy.   The Blessing of the Animals is 
held annually to honor his feast day (October 4th).

Francis is known for his love of the Mass (the Eucharist) 
and its daily reception.  He also focused his life on the 
care and love of nature and the way in which God speaks 
through nature to the core of our being.  According to 
tradition, Francis bore the stigmata and was one of the 
first people on  earth to have been recorded as bearing the 
wounds of Christ.

The current Roman Catholic Pope who was born Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio took the name Francis when he was en-
throned as the 266th pontiff.

all) and continuing work on reducing costs where possible, finding additional sources of income, and 
maintaining the building as best we can.

Please let me know if you have any questions or ideas or want to join the Stewardship effort this year.  I 
can be reached at seniorwarden@stchrisgrandblanc.org or via a call to the church office.

Linda Rathburn, Senior Warden
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A GREAT IDEA…. 
A GREAT BEGINNING

Upcoming 
Lessons

RCL Year C - Track 1
Sept 25 - Pentecost 19
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

October 2 - Pentecost 20
Lamentations 1:1-6
Psalm 137
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10

October 9 - Pentecost 21
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Psalm 66:1-11
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

October 16 - Pentecost 22
Jeremiah 31:27-34
Psalm 119:97-104
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Luke 18:1-8

October 23 - Pentecost 23
Joel 2:23-32
Psalm 65
2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18
Luke 18:9-14

Find the readings every 
week on the church

website or at 
lectionarypage.net

Like the picture, things 
change over time.   My 
sources tell me that our 
choir came up with some 
great new ideas while enjoy-
ing an end-of-the-season 
party at the Hassold resi-
dence.  One of those ideas 
has walked its way through 
a bunch of folks over the 
summer and is now ready 
for final planning and imple-
mentation.  YEA!

WEDNESDAY AT ST. CHRIS
With the support of the choir and others, our Wednesday evenings 
will be hopping around St. Christopher’s beginning as soon as pos-
sible.  We need your help; would you like to get on board?

This idea includes the following -- (not everything may come to pass, 
and this list could be expanded in many ways):

Case --
Sunday morning Christian Formation is difficult for families because 
of the huge number of sporting and other activities that now take 
place on Sunday morning.   Most of our children are involved in 
these activities and attendance at Sunday morning sports practices 
and games is mandatory for future participation.   Christian forma-
tion is essential for our youth to gain the full and rich perspective of 
the Christian life, Christian behavior, understanding and the devel-
opment of a personal religious and moral foundation.   

Idea --
Family night will include a light meal, spiritual, and educational 
(formation), opportunities for all generations.   There is a place at the 
table for everyone.

Youth Choir --  We will form a Youth Choir under the direction of 
our renowned music director Nada Radakovich.  

Formation -- We will gather as groups of children (age groups to be 
determined as attendance warrants) to learn and discuss the ancient 
stories and how they enrich our lives.  Adults will also have a short 
opportunity to gather and learn.

continued on page 5
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notes v
the Music Room 

A Great Idea continued...

Homework Room -- A “homework” room will be provided for youth that need the time for study in a 
quiet space.  If needed, a computer can be provided.  Wifi connection is available, and possibly adults 
may wish to provide assistance if needed.  

Prayer Space -- A space will be reserved for prayer and quiet meditation.  

What do we need? --
• We need adults to engage in this new and exciting ministry.   “If you do it, it will happen.”
• We need families to make church connection and fellowship a higher priority and take the time to see 
spiritual formation as essential in the lives and development of their children.

Now!
• We need a coordinator of this new WASC (Wednesday at St. Chris) endeavor.  
• We need folks willing to lead brief formation classes and crafts.

Chefs
• We need men (maybe a group of guys) or women willing to create, cook, bring or whip-up a nourish-
ing dinner for those attending.   Not a major culinary event.  Maybe soup, sandwiches, or a casserole.

This does move our youth formation from Sunday morning, and it may move our adult formation or 
add to it…time will tell.  It gives us a way to add to the options available to our families especially 
those with children and it gives all the folks of St. Christopher’s an opportunity to engage themselves 
in the ministry and fellowship of being the church.

I look forward to hearing and sharing more as the time goes.
And yes, once upon a time I did have hair and it was blonde.

Don+ 
Greetings from the Music Room!  Here we are, only 
one week back in full swing, and wonderful things 
are already happening musically, at St. Christopher!

 
It was a very joyful Sunday morning last week, and made me especially happy, 
welcoming several new voices to our Adult Choir. WELCOME Father Don  (tenor), 
Marcie Davidson (soprano), and also, to Patricia Lewis (alto)! Thank you Dick 
Ebbott for having joined us as well. Just in case anyone in our church is wonder-
ing what is involved with singing in our choir, why not drop by some Thursday 
evening? If you happen to have some time and are looking for something really 
fun and creative to do, come by and sing with us! We generally rehearse from 7 
until 8:30 pm. If choir might not be your ‘cup-of-tea’ just now, have you maybe 
given some thought to our newly forming bell choir? It’s really a blast, and ev-
eryone is welcome! We rehearse on Thursdays from 5-6 pm. Come by some time 
and see if this might be something that might bring a smile to your heart!  If nei-
ther of these musical outlets interest you, I do hope then, on any given Sunday 
morning, you take this opportunity to sing with all of the gusto and joy that you 
can to help all of us better worship our Lord.

continued on page 5
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Music Room continued...

There are times when our whole congregation just sounds so fabulous! Those are, I would have to say, 
my very favorite Sundays of all---I go back home after service, and just have this sense of sharing and 
happiness that we all joined voices and made a glorious a sound for God----together. Thank you, every-
one, for making these services so meaningful for me.

Please mark your calendars for our upcoming Hymn Festival on Sunday, November 6th at 3:30! If you 
happen to have the Community Messiah Sing rehearsal that afternoon, ask Lavonne Bommeli if she 
might allow you to leave early to zip back over to St. Chris to participate in our Hymn Festival. (She may 
just join us!) It will be a great afternoon of exploring the fascinating aspects of the historical events 
that were happening when certain hymns were written; of the interesting elements of scripture that are 
paired with specific tunes, and, I am hoping that we may get to hear a little bit of our newly restored 
organ by this date. (won’t that be so thrilling? I can hardly wait!)

Looking forward to sharing God’s love through music with one another this year!

--yours, Nada

OPPORTUNITIES & RESOURCES
WHITHER INSTITUTE & COPPAGE-GORDON: 
EPIPHANIES SPEAKER SERIES  
World renowned speakers heading to Michigan

The Epiphanies Speaker series features world-renowned leaders to speak 
and present on topics essential for the future of the Church, to "broaden 
our minds and deepen our faith." Each will facilitate a day-long confer-
ence on their topic of expertise.

September 28, 2016 The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers
All Saints, East Lansing
Bringing expertise in evangelism, reconciliation, and emerging church contexts with special emphasis 
on leadership and mission.

February 15, 2017 Dr. Cynthia Crysdale
St. Paul's, Brighton
Bringing expertise in ethics, with special emphasis on emerging Atonement Theologies, Theology of 
Creation, and Redemption.

May 24, 2017  Dr. Diana Butler Bass
All Saints, East Lansing
Bringing expertise in Contemporary Ecclesiology, with special emphasis on assessing what's next for 
American Religion.

Each conference is $75 or $200 for all three. Seating is limited so register early to ensure you have a 
seat.  To register go to:   http://epiphaniesspeakers.wix.com/epiphanies
A free 7pm worship service will be held on the evening before each conference with the featured 
speaker as guest preacher. A reception and book signing will follow.
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An email request was sent September 1 to all those who have been ushers or greeters in 2016 to indi-
cate their preferences for October through January 1, 2017. Please look for it in your email. 

If you have not received it OR you would like to serve as an usher or greeter, please contact Bill Thewalt 
at fwithe@gmail.com, 810.938.7098 or snail mail to 7046 Iris Ct, Grand Blanc, MI 48439. 

Thanks, and I'll see you in church.
Bill Thewalt

Ushers Needed

Upcoming Events to Note
10/1, 11:00 AM - BLESSING OF THERAPY DOGS

10/2, 1:00 PM - BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

11/6, 3:30 PM - HYMN FESTIVAL

The Adult Formation Group, which meets on Sunday 
morning from 9:00-9:50 in the library, will enter a new 
discussion called "Transforming Questions."   Each 
week the class will spend time on a specific question 
of faith.   There are no right or wrong answers as the 
questions are asked to stimulate theological and spiri-
tual thought.

Everyone is welcome.  The new Adult Formation study will begin October 2, 2016 with Fr. Don.


