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Special Summer Sunday Services

NARRATIVE SUNDAY is happening June 26th!
Have you ever wondered why we do what we do when we do it? Sunday worship
can be confusing for those who have been attending for decades, especially when
we do something different. There are many influences that make liturgy very different from one location to the next. Some churches are holding on to traditions
of earlier prayer books even though those in the pews on Sunday have never used
the earlier books. At the 10:15 service this Sunday, June 26, we will interrupt the
service with a narrative of information about why we do what we do. Childcare
will not be offered during this service. It is important that children are in the pews
learning alongside their parents. If you feel you will need child care that day please
contact Ashley (Ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org) so arrangements can be made.
MASS in the GRASS - On August 7, the 10:15 service will not be held at St. Christopher's, instead we will be relocating to a local park for "Mass in the Grass." The
service will begin at 11:00 A.M. Expect some old and some fun new hymns with a
laid-back picnic style. Please bring your own chairs if you need them, and enjoy the
special day. A pot-luck lunch will take place after the service with the church providing hamburgers (including vegetarian alternatives), hot dogs and drinks. Please
bring side-dishes and deserts. Would you like to be a St. Chris Fryer? If so, please
consider bringing your grill and lending a hand cooking the hot dogs and hamburgers. There is a sign-up sheet in the gathering space.
We look forward to having you join us during these exciting events!
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“Dare to be Different is a magical journey into the book A Wrinkle
in Time by beloved Episcopal author, Madeleine L'Engle. We
follow Meg Murry, an awkward young girl, as she embarks on
a journey through time and space to save her father. Meg is accompanied by her younger brother, Charles Wallace, and a friend,
Calvin O'Keefe. On the journey we will be guided by a number of
out-of-this-world beings: Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, Mrs. Who,
the Happy Medium and Aunt Beast. Through games, activities,
crafts, and adventures we learn about our spiritual gifts, how our
differences make us special, and we affirm the power of love,
courage and self-sacrifice.”
Contact Person: Please contact Ashley Sweers, Director of Family Ministry, with any registration or volunteer related questions.
Ashley can be reached at 810-694-3600 or by email
ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org.
Dates and Times: Monday, July 18th thru Thursday July 21st from
9am – 12 noon. We will conclude with a family celebration on
Thursday evening.
Fees: A $7 materials fee per participant is requested at the time of
registration (please note that there is a $20 per family cap for three
or more children from one family participating). All materials and
supplies including snacks are included in this fee.
Volunteers: We are committed to safe church practices at St.
Christopher’s. We screen and train our volunteers for their service with children. Children will be supervised by adults or older
high school students who have experience working with children.
Interested in volunteering? Please contact Ashley Sweers for more
details.

We need volunteers for VBS!
If you are interested in volunteering, please email
Ashley (ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org).
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Music Room

How about those St. Christopher’s Bell Ringers? Aren't
they something? Thank you bell ringers extraordinaire!
What an absolute THRILL it was to hear you ringing our two
octave arrangement of "Hail Thee Festival Day" on Pentecost. You guys were terrific! And a special thank you to our
own Kris Miley who is very excited about directing and helping us
rebuild our bell choir. Thank you, Marcia Kump, for your knowledge of all
things bells and the tips and suggestions you have shared with us; thank you
Angela Campbell for assisting/making suggestions about how we might try
to fund raise and increase our current 2-Octave set of Malmark Bells to three;
and a huge thank you to our newest members, Carol Lutgens and Flo Gjerstad, and our newest ringer, Ms. Jane Yorks for being so brave and 'giving it
a shot'! You guys did very well! Justin Miley, Nancy Lee Fawcett and Anne
Naber complete our current cadre of ringers. No guts, no glory! Kudos to all!

Upcoming
Lessons
RCL Year C - Track 1

June 26 - Pentecost 6
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
Galatians 5:1,13-25
Luke 9:51-62
July 3 - Pentecost 7
2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30
Galatians 6:7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Sunday, May 22, was our last service with our Adult Choir until Fall
(September 8th will be our first 'back-in-the-saddle' choir rehearsal---mark
your calendars!). We sang the Randall Thompson gloriously beautiful piece,
"Allelulia". We sang this piece in honor of the young graduates who will be
heading out into the world; diplomas in hand and hope and excitement in their
hearts!

July 10 - Pentecost 8
Amos 7:7-17
Psalm 82
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37

Thank you all who participated in the 'sign up' sheet of sorts that we had out
in the Narthex with a pencil attached, and spaces for folks to write down their
favorite hymns! We have received over 50 suggestions/recommendations and
I promise that we will try to honor these suggestions throughout the summer
months!

July 17 - Pentecost 9
Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

August 21 we will be hosting the Flint Master's Singers Choir, Tom Fortier,
Director. This will be a musical treat for us; please, if you are in town, do try
to attend this special Sunday for a musically uplifting experience.
Also, our Sanctuary piano has been tuned by Mr. Denis Ikler. For those of you
who may not be familiar with Mr. Ikler's work, please know that I hold both
him and his work in the highest regard. (Plus, he is a really nice person!)
We are very blessed, here at St. Christopher, musically speaking. Which
brings us to our next area of good news: The Organ Project! We are fully in
the center of Stage II in regards to the progress on our pipe organ, and I have
it on good authority, our instrument should be ready to play by July. Hallelujah, Amen!!!
Yours in Christ,
Nada
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Find the readings every
week on the church
website or at
lectionarypage.net

What now?

With all that has happened over the last six-weeks, I have no doubt that you may be asking “what now?”...To be
honest, so am I. I sure need your prayers. Let me outline as best I can the next steps:
My primary goal after arriving almost a year ago has been and continues to be financial transparency. Each
of you have every right to know what is happening. The Vestry has total responsibility in the financial area,
indeed, they are the fiduciary representatives of the parish. More importantly, the Vestry has a sacred trust to
receive the gifts you give and make sure they are used within due boundaries. For example, a gift for kids to go
to camp cannot be used to pay for office supplies.
We are working to get a full understanding of our current status. To that end, the Vestry has contracted with
Mrs. Lori Martin of Howell, Michigan. Lori is a retired accountant who has worked as a consultant for a number of Episcopal parishes in three of the four Episcopal Dioceses in Michigan. She comes highly recommended.
In the next few weeks she will work to investigate our current issues, write a plan to correct with corresponding
policies and procedures ,and, finally, instruct and train our new Treasurer and office staff.
Bluntly, we must change our ways and increase our income.
It costs us roughly $40,000.00 a month in both operational
and mortgage expenses. Yet we seldom have income over
$30,000.00. Basically, our only income are your pledges
and gifts. The result of this discrepancy is that our savings
are disappearing at a rapid rate.
With God's help, next week the Vestry will elect three new
members replacing Chris Sleath and Heidi McAra, who
both resigned, and Dr. Charlie Safley, who died. At the
meeting at the end of July, the Vestry will elect a new Treasurer replacing Grant Finn, who resigned, the Junior Warden, Clerk of the Vestry, and a representative of the Vestry
to serve on the Executive Committee.
At the moment, Linda Rathburn, our Senior Warden, and I
will serve as a "Treasurer by Committee of Two" making sure that deposits are made and bills are paid. Each
check written must be approved by both of us, and any fund transfers (from savings to our general account)
must be approved by the Vestry. I have a hunch the Vestry will be meeting much more than once a month. Reports will be available only during regular office hours.
A full report of our financial status will be available to you by the middle of each month for the previous month,
however, there may be delays when Lori is working on our software.
The Vestry and I will be considering every opportunity for saving that we can. Some decisions may be painful
and we seek your understanding. We will also have plenty of new places where we will need your help.
I can assure you in the most solemn manner possible that we will keep you informed of every step along this
journey. I wrote a prayer that I have been using for a few weeks, I reprint it on the next page and ask that you
pray it as often as possible.
My blessings to you all,
Don+
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Almighty and forgiving God, we know you to be our Creator ever creating,
our Redeemer through our Savior Christ, and our Sustainer who stirs us and dwells within us.
With your grace, bless the lives interconnected at St. Christopher’s parish.
Help us to see the past as a stable and rich foundation upon which to build anew.
Begin in us a new and creative spirit to find glorious ways to raise your kingdom,
love your children, follow your guidance, and build your church.
We ask this in the strong name of Christ. Amen.

Interdenominational
Orlando Memorial Service
Thursday, June 16, 2016
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Senior Warden’s

Report

Less than a month ago, I was elected Senior Warden by the Vestry. Since then, the Treasurer resigned (leaving
me as the only elected officer due to previous resignations and a death) and the Priest-in-Charge left for nearly
two weeks (on a trip scheduled last March).
Also, since my election, Nada set up a table to get hymn suggestions for the summer. I know I suggested three
hymns but I only recall specifically one of them because the chorus seems particularly appropriate at this time in
my life:
Lead me, guide me along the way,
For if you lead me I'll not stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
Another hymn I like (but didn't put on Nada's list) is one we all should remember as we work through these difficult times:
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home.
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Be thou our guide while life shall last, And our eternal home.
Your prayers for me as I continue to try to fill this position adequately and for our Vestry and congregation will
be greatly appreciated.
If you want to talk about anything, I'm relatively available since I'm retired and willing to listen.
Linda Rathburn

Katherine
Stickney Huber
Memorial Concert

Wednesday, August 3 at 7:30 pm
Lovers of the jazz and blues that emanates from New Orleans,
save August 3 on your calendar for an unforgettable night of
music. Detroit drummer R.J. Spangler and his Rhythm Rockers are coming to St. Christopher’s as the featured performers
in the fourth annual Katherine Stickney Huber Memorial Concert. The concert is free, courtesy of a generous
grant from the Grand Blanc Community Fund of the Community Foundation of Greater Flint.
Mrs. Huber was a former choir director and organist at St. Christopher’s and a long-time supporter of the arts in
Genesee County. Her husband, the Rev. Dr. William G. Huber, was a psychologist and an Episcopal minister.
Spangler and his smokin’ hot 10-piece band features special guest performers: saxophonist David Huber – one
of Mrs. Huber’s five sons and a well-known jazz player in the Flint area – and trumpet player, Jeff Stickney,
who is making the trek from Missoula, MT for the concert.
Bring a friend and enjoy a wonderful evening of jazz and blues!

6

Financial Report
						Operating Fund		
Building Fund
Monthly Expenses:			$31,000.00			$13456.00
May Gifts/Pledges Received:		
$22,616.00			
$12,805.00
June Gifts/Pledges Received:		
$10,321.37			
$13,855.00
(June is excluding 6/26/16)

upcoming events...
Narrative Sunday!

Sunday June 26th at the 10:15 am service
We will interrupt the service with information or narratives about why we do what we do. (Please note:
Childcare will not be offered during the service)

Parents’ Nights Out

Friday, July 8th from 6 - 9 pm
During Parents Night Out we provide dinner, games, activities for the children. The cost for the event is as
follows; $15 for the first child, $10 for the second child and $30 for families with three or more children.
Advanced registration is necessary for planning and staffing purposes.
Please email Ashley (Ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org) by July 6th to reserve your child(ren)’s spot! This
event is open to the community and this will be the last PNO available.

VBS 2016: Dare to be Different

Monday, July 18th - Thursday, July 21st
For children 4-11 years of age. More information registration to follow.

Mass on the Grass

Sunday August 7th at 11 am
We will be relocating service to a local park for a picnic-style church service and potluck. The church will
provide hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie alternatives and drinks. Please bring side dishes, deserts and your
own chairs.

Special Guests - Flint Master’s Singers

Sunday August 21th at the 10:15 am service
We will be hosting the Flint Master’s Singers Choir, Tom Fortier, Director.
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