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Summer Sunday Morning Schedule
8 am - Holy Eucharist Service
9 am - Adult Formation
10:15 am - Holy Eucharist Service
Coffee Hour following 10:15 am Eucharist

knitting & crochet group

Hopefully you saw the note in the Pew Pulse that this group is taking its summer break beginning in the spring. We’ll gather again September 24, 2018, at
12:30 for an hour and a half. If there’s enough interest, we’ll continue on the
fourth Monday of each month. This group started by making prayer shawls
and moved on to hats, scarves, etc. to include in the Giving Tree boxes for
Christmas. The object of the group is to enjoy conversation and each other’s
company while working on hand-crafted projects. Please see Linda Rathburn
if you have any completed projects that should be added to our collections of
prayer shawls or Giving Tree items.
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frdon@stchrisgrandblanc.org
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Nada Radakovich, Director of Music
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Matt Mackinder
Director of Christian Education
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Youth Formation
What a year this has been for Youth Formation! We restarted the program in October and will wrap up on May
20. We will restart again in September.
Some Sundays, we have had as many as 12-13 kids and that
is remarkable! I think that in living in a society that can
be downright negative and dreary at times, we can provide a very positive and very spiritual experience for our
kids each and every Sunday that will hopefully carry over
into the week ahead.
Speaking from a personal standpoint, being appointed
to this position has been a blessing that I can’t explain. I
have met some wonderful people at St. Christopher’s that
I now consider friends. I truly mean that. And being able
to help spread God’s word to our youth is something I
embrace and will continue to embrace.
I also want to take this opportunity once again to thank
our dedicated staff of teachers - all that have taught or
continue to teach - for all their work this year and giving
the kids of our congregation an enlightening experience
at church each and every Sunday. To Angela Campbell,
Tami Garleff, Noralynn Hassold, Jennifer Ireland, Kristin
Keyes, Joan LePard, Stephanie Mackinder, Nadine Portela, Ellen Safley, Bill Thewalt and Joyce Thewalt, THANK
YOU!!
If any adults are interested in coming on board as teachers, or if anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact me or see me in church!
Thank you!

Matt Mackinder

Director of Christian Education

Michael Spencer, Seminarian

Stay up to date !

www.strchrisgrandblanc.org
Like us on facebook:
St. Christopher’s
Episcopal Church

Our annual Lansing Lugnuts outing has been scheduled
for Thursday, July 19. We will go out to dinner at 5 pm,
then the game starts at 7 pm. Tickets are $11. Please see
Bill Thewalt for tickets and if you have any questions.
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Inreach Updates
Smiles and pleasant sounds of laughter were abundant at our most
recent outing to tour the home of Alden B Dow in Midland Michigan.
21 participants carpooled to Midland, enjoyed a very informative
and enjoyable tour of the amazing home of this renowned architect.
Afterwards we met for friendship and lunch in Frankenmuth followed
by shopping and some great bakery treats.
Sign up sheets for our next
two outings can soon be found
on the kiosk in the narthex.
Please plan to join us on
July 19th for a trip to watch
the Lansing Lugnuts play ball
and, on August 22 for a tour
of the Jiffy Mix Factory followed by lunch and a play at
the famous Purple Rose Theatre in Chelsea MI.
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An outreach opportunity for those interested:
St. Christopher’s has elected to rotate with other area churches and organizations to take on rotating
weeks throughout the year where we help families with children who need a safe place to stay on nights
and weekends with meals.
On the weeks we are scheduled, our volunteers from St. Christopher’s prepare and serve two to three
evening meals to families without homes who are staying at the Holly Calvary United Methodist Church
at 15010 N. Holly Road in Holly.
We are sometimes called upon to be evening hosts to the families, which means one or two of us will stay
after dinner until 8:30 PM when the overnights hosts arrive.
Two or three of us from St. Christopher’s work together to plan and serve the meals on the dates we have
agreed to serve. This year, we served at Holly Calvary the week of January 28, and the week of April 29.
Our next scheduled service weeks are the week of July 29 and the week of October 21.
Dinner is scheduled to begin at 6:00 pm each evening. We plan the menu in conjunction with the volunteer coordinators at Holly Calvary, and we each prepare and bring our dish or dishes to Holly Calvary in
time to get the dining room set up with dishes and silverware from the Holly Calvary kitchen. We complete any food preparation and get it ready for serving by arriving between 5 and 5:15 PM. We appoint
someone to lead a prayer before beginning eating the meal. We sit at tables with the families and visit
while we eat. We have worked a couple of Saturday lunches, but that is not typical.
Occasionally, we make contributions of food items from members of St. Christopher’s that are put in the
food resources available at the Holly church or the Family Promise headquarters.
If you are interested in helping with this ministry, please contact me at bobbiewalton36@gmail.com
Regards,

Bobbie Walton
Just a little thought...
I have been doing some thinking lately while I have been working on DCDI
(Diocesan Congregational Development Institute) things, starting a second
job, attending a vision workshop for one of my jobs, reading of the book Renovate or Die* (required reading for the same job), and praying/preparing/pondering for a meeting of the Diocesan Council this month. Add to that
the whole financial kerfuffle and all of the recent preparation for the confirmation that was unfortunately cancelled last month… and my head spins. But one question arose out of
all of this, “What would change if our mortgage was suddenly paid off?” This might seem like a funny
question to ask but consider this….
...continued on page 8
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notes v

		

the

Music Room

Greetings from our Music Room at St.
Christopher’s!
The orchids on the piano by the window are
blooming! What a glorious
sight! The cough drops have almost all
disappeared from the wicker basket (that
means we are finished with cold season)
and the Mawby Chorale is soon to present
their last concert of the year; May 20th,
4:00 in our nave. It has been a full, wonderful year of music at St. Christopher’s!

Our Bell Choir is working very hard, and
we will be playing for our Trinity Sunday morning service on May 27th, This ensemble of dedicated, fun,
hard-working players is a true highlight of the week. I love our Wednesday 4:30 rehearsals! If you might
have a touch of bell fever, please send me an email or drop down to the choir room; we can always use
alternate ringers!
continued on page 7...
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Fr. Don’s
Doodles...

The Vestry will receive a question from
me on the 29th at our monthly meeting.
By reading this column, you will receive
the same question a few days earlier.

Although surely not alone, the St. Christopher’s structure of Committees and
Teams is not working well. Over the last
three years I have tried just about everything I know to entice, lobby, coerce,
request and maybe, although not intentionally, guilt folks into taking lay leadership positions. I admit, my well is dry. I am coming-up empty handed. So, maybe
it is the structure itself?

Question
Posed

I should pause here with a Captain Obvious statement: attendance at church is important. To know what your church is doing and what is needed, one must attend
if not every Sunday, close to it.
Here is my question: Do we need to overhaul our structure to find people interested in carrying out their
baptismal ministry? With our current structure of Committees and Teams not working, should we consider something different and if so what is that?
Background: the Vestry Committees of Stewardship, Building and Grounds and Finance all need assistance. Only four Teams are functioning at all: Worship, Inreach, the new Prayer team, and the newly restarted Outreach Team which needs a chairperson. Committees are appointed by the priest and function
under the Vestry. Teams are appointed by the priest and function with the priest in program areas. We
need teams in areas such as Youth and Adult Formation, Welcoming, Beautification, Strategic Planning
and almost anything. Vestry members are assigned as representatives to each active team.
All the above sounds good, but frankly it is not working. Lay-leadership and lay-involvement are absolutely necessary for a growing and vital parish. New folks visiting are less likely to return when they are
not greeted and then contacted by welcoming and later asked if they would like to participate in a area
of need in the parish. We are doing outreach, but we are in need of coordination. The days of “Rector
does all” or “Father knows best” are gone. In almost every area, it is (and frankly always has been) the
laity which provide the leadership. Now-a-days most parochial priests are not employed full-time. The
ministry of outreach, caring and praying and welcoming and educating are baptismal ministry.
Back to my question to the Vestry and to you: if our current system is broken, should we try to fix it and
what can we try or try again? Or, should we come up with something new and different? There may well
be a bunch of reasons and or excuses of “why” people do not express their love of Christ in serving, but
generally we cannot do much if anything about what has happened. My question is “what” can we do,
and “what” should we do?
My request is that you pray first and then let me know “what.”

Don+
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Thank you!

Notes from the Music Room..continued from page 5
I know that many of our church are encouraged by the beautiful playing we have been hearing from our Keates and Geissor
pipe organ. When our organ project began, there was MUCH
to do! Fowler Organ completely rebuilt the wind system and
console, installed several new windchests, and refurbished
& revoiced a significant number of ranks of pipes - this was a
mammoth undertaking.
Then, however, Brian was faced with a much greater challenge
than any organ could present--- he learned that he had a serious health problem and was going to be in for a tough battle;
Brian fought his cancer valiantly for over a year and a half, but
sadly, succumbed on April 19th, 2018. Service was held at St.
Mary's Cathedral in Lansing. He made it to 70 years of age.
Brian began Fowler - Hebert Organ Company in 1978 (in July
2017, he bought out Hebert Organ Company in Detroit when
the owner retired). During Brian's illness, Jeff Walker has
been helping to keep things on track with our instrument; he has contacted Brian's very capable successors and has been assured that St. Christopher's is high on the list of projects to complete in the near
future.
We are very close to completion of this project. There are a few mechanical issues; some final programming issues for console control; and the voicing of the pedal posaune (trombone); after samples have
been set at the church, those pipes will be sent out to a reed specialist. Once returned they will be placed
in the chamber and receive final regulation and tuning. Thank you, Mr. Walker for all of your help.
NancyLee Fawcett has been hard at work, too, making certain that the Flint Master Singers will be here
to participate in a service over the coming summer. On July 22, we will have the beautiful sound of this
vocal ensemble at St. Christopher, under the direction of Tom Fortier. Thank you, NancyLee!
As always, if you might have a little free-time in your schedule, our own St. Christopher Adult Choir
meets Wednesday evenings, following soup supper. We rehearse from 7-8. If you are able and have time
to sing, please come join our choir! We love offering our talents in this way for the Lord. Choir will begin
our summer hiatus after June 3rd. This means that if you play an instrument, or sing, we would love to
schedule your talent for a Sunday morning service during June, July or August. Please let me know if you
might be available!
In Christ, I am yours,

Nada
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Just a Little Thought...continued from page 4
What would happen if our mortgage was paid off? When we look at
where St. Chris is right now, when we look at where we want to be, and
when we look at why we aren’t there, one of the first reasons that we
are all quick to say is, “well we have a 1.8 million dollar mortgage, how
can we afford to do…….. (fill in that blank)” and this is a valid statement. But have you ever wondered just what would happen if that
financial burden was lifted? I haven’t. Let’s explore this together.
A paid mortgage won’t make people walk through our doors. It won’t
bring us the newcomers we hope for, it won’t bring us the plethora of
spirited children and families that I know we all long for.
A paid mortgage will not fill our pews.
A paid mortgage will not bring us lay leadership. It will not bring us
more lay participation. It will not lessen the burden on our small core
of worker bees.
A paid mortgage would not have solved the problem that 9 days before
we were set to have the diocesan confirmation here at STC we only had
a crucifer and a book bearer, and we still needed 2 torches and streamers. A paid mortgage will not bring us more acolytes, and lessen the
heavy load on the small, dedicated group we have.
A paid mortgage will not make us a fruitful congregation that practices radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, and risk-taking mission and service.
A paid mortgage will not change our thought of new comers who walk
through the door from visitors who drop by unexpectantly to guests in
God’s house; guests who we should expect and make special preparations for.
A paid mortgage will not make us do welcoming well.
A paid mortgage will not grow our children’s ministries.
A paid mortgage will not suddenly bring us the properly trained volunteers we need to open our nursery to families.
A paid mortgage will not give us the lay volunteers needed to really,
truly do the outreach mission work that God calls us to do.
Now, a paid mortgage of over $1.8 million dollars does have some large
financial benefits. A paid mortgage would definitely make our bottom line balance! It will keep our doors open. A paid mortgage would
ensure our savings stays intact and can grow. It would secure our
financial future.
...continued on page 9
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Upcoming
Lessons
RCL Year B
Track 1

May 27 - Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
June 3 - Pentecost 2
1 Samuel 3:1-10
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23-3:6
June 10 - Pentecost 3
1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20
Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35
June 17 - Pentecost 4
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 1417
Mark 4: 26-34
June 24 - Pentecost 5
1 Samuel 17:32-49
Psalm 9:9-20
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
Find the readings every
week on the church
website or at
lectionarypage.net

Just A Little Thought...continued from page 8
A paid mortgage will repair the roof, fix the leaks, winterize our chiller, fix our parking lot, replace all of our bulbs,
fix our parking lot lights, level our pavers, and fertilize our
lawn.
But, when you were looking for a church home did you
look at the roof? Did you see if there were stained ceiling
tiles from leaks? Did you check and see if there were light
bulbs that were burned out, or if the walkway was level or
the lawn was green and weed free or if the parking lot was
newly asphalted? OR...
Did you look to walk through the doors and feel welcomed?
Did you look for someone to greet you?
Did you look for and count the people in the pews?
Did you look in the Nave and see if there were children?
Did you look for the nursery to take you child too?
Did you look for Sunday school/ junior church?
Did you look in the bulletin announcements/website
calendar to see what the church was doing and where you
could be involved? (choir, altar guild, bible study, kitchen
help, in reach, outreach, etc.)
Did you look around to see if people were awake during
the sermon?
Did you look for the music to stir your soul?
Did you walk through the doors and feel like you were
home?
A paid mortgage won’t give you that. . .
We all know that this year is the year of heavy decisions
for us here at St. Christopher’s. There is saving that needs to be done. My question to you is what is our
focus for saving?
Is it our building?
Or our church?
Blessings,

Angela Campbell
Senior Warden

*enovate or Die: Ten Ways to Focus Your Church on Mission by Bob Farr with Kay Kotan.
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Looking Ahead...
the Camp Chickagami 2018 Schedule

FAMILY CAMP | June 27-30 | All ages! | Starting at $300
A flexible, structured program with optional activities and free time.
 IDDLE CAMP | July 8-14 | Grades 6-8 | $350
M
A classic summer camp experience for middle-school aged youth.
I NTERMEDIATE CAMP | July 15-21 | Grades 4-7 | $350
A classic summer camp experience for intermediate-aged youth.

 RIP CAMP | July 15-21 | Grades 8-11 | $350
T
A week spent exploring Northern Michigan with days spent backpacking and canoeing.
J UNIOR CAMP | July 22-28 | Grades 3-5 | $350
A classic summer camp experience for elementary school aged
youth.
 OUNSELORS-in-TRAINING | July 22-28 | Grades 10-11 |
C
$350
Campers participate in leadership training focused on camp
counseling.
 ENIOR CAMP | July 29-August 4 | Grades 8-11 | $350
S
A classic summer camp experience for our oldest campers.
For more information or to register for Camp,
go to www.campchickagami.org
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE!
Please let the office know if your child(ren) or teen(s) would like to go to camp this year!

PLUS Adult Retreats for men & women

MEN’S RETREAT | June 22-24 | $200
The retreat will be facilitated by Episcopal priest and musician, the Rev. David Vickers. It will be loosely
organized around Richard Rohr’s book Falling Upwards: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life, focusing on the care and renewal of our being, that sacred part of ourselves that is sustained and lovingly
informed by God in Jesus.
WOMEN’S RETREAT | August 17-19 | $200
The retreat will be led by the Rev. Chris Wolf, a Presbyterian pastor, who will lead participants through a
series of spiritual disciplines as they consider the act of gratefulness and giving thanks.
REGISTER ONLINE AT EASTMICH.ORG
Let the office know if you are interested in going but may have a financial hardship.
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General Convention Meetings
Pre-GC and Post-GC Deputation Reports

You are invited to participate in upcoming regional gatherings before and after this summer's General
Convention.
The General Convention is the decision making body of The Episcopal Church. Made up of the House
of Deputies and the House of Bishops, it gathers every three years to take up the business of the church
- voting on resolutions, worshipping together, and having conversations about what it means to be an
ancient community of faith in a modern age. The 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church will
take place this July in Austin, Texas.
Our deputation has planned two sets of gatherings for our diocese - Pre-General Convention Meetings
and Post-General Convention Meetings.
At the Pre-General Convention Meetings, we'll hear from our deputies and bishop on what we expect
to come up at the church-wide level. We'll also learn how to stay connected with the deputation while
they're in Austin.
At the Post-General Convention Meetings, we'll hear again from our deputies and bishop on what happened in Austin - what resolutions were passed, how will they affect our diocese and our individual
congregations?
I invite you to join us and to participate in the conversation. Each gathering will take place from 7-8pm.
Please RSVP to help us plan for space. You can RSVP at the Diocesan website: esatmich.org.
Peace,
Michael Spencer
Chair of Deputation and Canon to the Ordinary,
The Episcopal Diocese of Eastern Michigan

Pre-General Convention Meetings

NORTH - May 22
St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, 789 Ryno Rd, Mio, MI 48647
CENTRAL - May 29 St. Alban's Episcopal Church, 105 S Erie Street, Bay City, MI 48706
SOUTH/EAST - June 5 Grace Episcopal Church, 735 W Nepessing Street, Lapeer, MI 48446

Post-General Convention Meetings

NORTH - August 2 St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, 789 Ryno Rd, Mio, MI 48647
CENTRAL - Aug. 7 St. Alban's Episcopal Church, 105 S Erie Street, Bay City, MI 48706
SOUTH/EAST - Aug. 9 Grace Episcopal Church, 735 W Nepessing Street, Lapeer, MI 48446
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A special note we received...
Dear Don & Church Family,
I am grateful for the friends Stormy had at
St. Christopher’s. Losing her this winter has
been deifferent for me and for everyone who
knew her. As a friend of mine said, “God
loaned her to me for twelve years.” She was
a special Boston Terrier who gave so much of
herself. The house was hers. The rules were
hers and everyone else had to live by them.
All the support has helped get me through
this. I loved Stormy and am so thankful that
I had her for the years I did.

Marti Weaver

Scrip

The gift card Scrip program is still going. There is a special side of the
kiosk with order forms and envelopes. Simply fill out your order form
and put in an envelope with cash or check and put in the offering plate
on Sunday.
Not sure how Scrip works? It’s easy! You buy gift cards for everything
from gifts to groceries and we deliver the physical gift cards (just like
you get in stores) to you the following Sunday. You pay the face value
of the card and St. Christopher’s gets a special rebate (usually 4 - 15%
of the face value of the card) from the Shop with Scrip company. You
buy gift cards you would be getting already through our program and
St. Christopher’s gets money! It’s that easy!
We need someone from 8 am and 10:15 am services to help with our
Scrip program. You would just help take orders and give people their
cards on Sunday mornings. Very easy! See Angela Campbell if you
would be interested in helping with this great fundraising program for
St. Christopher’s.
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Prayer Requests

We have an active Prayer Team in our congregation and we’re looking for both prayer requests and additional members. Requests can be submitted on the small slips of paper in the square box in the Narthex.
Be sure those whose first names you submit are agreeable to being included in our list. I will collect the
requests after coffee hour every Sunday and pass on the list of requests to the rest of the team via email
or phone on Monday. See Linda Rathburn or sign up in the Narthex to become an official member of the
team. Official members will all pray every day at 2 p.m. for all those on our list for two weeks. Unofficial
members will not get the list of specific names but are still welcome to join us in prayer every day. Your
prayers should include our diocese and our Bishop Provisional (Cate), our congregation and the vestry
members who lead us, and our country. Imagine what we can accomplish if we’re all praying together
every day!

Considering our
Giving Church...

Many behind the scenes St. Christopher's parishioners actively work as God's hands, feet and eyes in the
mission of helping others who need a boost, a prayer, or material goods to make life easier. These activities fall under the label of OUTREACH.
Supplying food to the needy is ongoing; other activities emerge periodically during the church year to fill
specific needs.
A prayer ministry is now established, and corporate intercession occurs weekly on Mondays at 2 p.m.,
wherever the prayer warriors happen to be. Prayer needs are collected each Sunday. Anyone is welcome
to request prayer and to be a member of this team.
We just finished up a week at the beginning of May volunteering to serve meals to families through Family Promise (see Bobbie Walton’s article on page 4).
We would like to know who our church members are who give their time and effort to good works that
reach out from St. Christopher's. If you are
involved in such work, will you please contact
the Vestry outreach representative, Bill Anderson, at billtander@att.net explaining the type of
ministry or project you have embraced, with a
brief description of goals.
This is not for the purpose of holding regular
meetings, but simply to connect Outreach
projects in an informal group to aid in the good
works being done, provide support, and work
together if needed.

Bill Anderson

Vestry Representative to Outreach Team
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June - July 1 Worship Leaders Schedule
LEM
June 3 J. Miller
June 10 T. Dyke

8:00 AM

LECTOR

K. Van Natta

June 17 N. Wells
June 24 T. Weston
July 1 J. Miller

LEMs
June 3 1: M. Davidson

N. Wells

10:15 AM

LECTOR
M. Kump

2: F. Burger
June 10 1: L. Rathburn

J. Thewalt

2: L. Rathburn
June 17 1: R. Luckey

K. Curtis

2: R. Luckey
June 24 1: M. Spencer

F. Burger

2: M. Spencer
July 1 1: M. Kump
2: M. Kump

USHER/GREETER
U: J. Beal
G: J. Beal
U: S. Rice
G: D. Rice
U: J. Miller
G: L. Alarie
U: A. Christie
G: L. Alarie
U: L. McAra
G: T. Dyke

USHER/GREETER
U: B. Hartley
B. Thewalt
G: F. Gjerstad
B. Walton
U: C. James
F. Gjerstad
G: The Wise Family
U: F. Burger
M. Lateskey
G: J. Thewlat
F. Gjerstad
U: F. Kump
J. Lepard
G: M. Alarie
J. Taylor
U: J. Yorks
B. Walton
G: B. Carter
B. Hartley

If you are scheduled to serve and will not be in church, please try to find a substitute. If you cannot find
someone to take your place, contact the head of the your area. Thank you!
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Upcoming Events

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Wednesday, May, 23 until 1 pm
(Don out of office)
Thursday, May 24 office closed all day
(Don out of office)
MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 28
The church office will be closed in observance
VESTRY MEETING
Tuesday, May 29, 6:30 pm
RESCHEDULED DIOCESAN
CONFIRMATION SERVICE
Saturday, June 2, 2 pm
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Midland
ALTAR GUILD GATHERING
Tuesday, June 5, 10 am
DIOCESAN PRE-GENERAL CONVENTION GATHERING
Tuesday, June 5, 7 pm
Grace Epsicopal Church, Lapeer
NEXT-STEPS DIOCESAN GATHERING
Saturday, June 9, 10 am
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Midland
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Get Your Trumpeter by E-mail!
Get your Trumpeter faster and help us to save on postage!
If you would like to receive your Trumpeter by e-mail, please e-mail us with your e-mail address at
office@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Thank you for your continued support!

Grand Blanc, MI 48439

G-9020 South Saginaw Road

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
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