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St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
8:00 & 10:15 AM Sunday Services
5: 30 PM Wednesday Holy Eucharist

Sunday Morning Schedule
8 am - Holy Eucharist Service
9 am - Adult Formation
10 am - Children & Youth Formation
10:15 am - Holy Eucharist Service
Coffee Hour following 10:15 am Eucharist

In this Issue:

Nutcracker Inreach Outing
Fr. Don’s Doodles
Stewardship Update
Notes from the Music Room
Children & Youth Update
and so much more!

PLUS!

Look for pictures of some of our St.
Chris people at Diocesan Convention sprinkled throughout this
edition of the Trumpter!

Veterans day
Sunday, November 11 we will be celebrating and remembering our
veterans!
As part of our celebration, if you have a picture of a family member
who has served our country, we would like to honor them specifically. Please send a digital copy of a picture or, if you like, bring in
a photograph to the office and we will scan it into our computer for
you. We will be printing all of these pictures and hanging them on
our red, white, and blue backdrop located in the gathering space.
Please help us to honor our Veterans this coming Veterans’ Day!

Diocesan Transition

St. Christopher’s Episcopal
Church

The 24th Diocesan Convention chooses next steps in
Episcopal Transition
Eastern Michigan invites Western Michigan to conversation

9020 S. Saginaw Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439
(810) 694-3600
Office@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday, 9 am - 4 pm

Staff

At diocesan convention, the
delegates and clergy determined
the next steps in our Episcopal
transition, following last year’s
resignation of our second bishop, the Rt. Rev. Todd Ousley.

The Right Reverend Catherine Waynick,
Bishop Provisional, Diocese of Eastern MI
The Reverend Dr. Donald F. Davidson,
Priest in Charge
frdon@stchrisgrandblanc.org
The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr,
Priest in Residence
The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie,
Associate Emeritus
The Reverend Canon Michael Spencer,
Curate
Nada Radakovich, Director of Music
nada@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Dr. Greg Hassold, Parish Organist
greg@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Elizabeth Sauvie, Administrative Assistant
Elizabeth@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Matt Mackinder
Director of Christian Education
matt@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Stephanie Finn, Sexton
Stephanie@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Stay up to date !

www.strchrisgrandblanc.org
Like us on facebook:
St. Christopher’s
Episcopal Church

The convention cast 37 votes for
Option 1 (Move forward with a
search process and election of the next bishop), 23 votes
for Option 2 (search for and nominate a Bishop Provisional to serve 3-5 year as we continue conversations with
the Diocese of Western Michigan and around sustainability), and 110 votes for Option 3, crossing the 60% supermajority threshold for a decision set by the Standing
Committee on the first ballot.
Option 3 calls for the Standing
Committee to nominate the
Rt. Rev. Whayne Hougland,
Jr., Bishop of Western Michigan, pending the consent of
the Standing Committee in
Western Michigan, to serve as
bishop provisional in Eastern
Michigan for a period of 3-5
years as we have intentional
conversations about the sharing of resources and deeper
relationship. Western Michigan will have a series of gatherings in the spring where they will take up this issue and
consider their consent.
Resolution 3
Submitted by the Standing Committee
WHEREAS the Episcopal Diocese of Eastern Michigan
remains in transition after the resignation of the Rt. Rev.
Todd Ousley, second bishop-diocesan of Eastern Michigan,
BE IT RESOLVED that this 24t hConvention asks the
Standing Committee to nominate the Rt. Rev. Whayne
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Hougland, bishop-diocesan of Western Michigan, with the consent
of the bishop and the leadership of Western Michigan, to be elected
bishop-provisional of Eastern
Michigan, to serve a term of up to five years.
Rationale
This resolution offers Eastern Michigan the leadership of our neighboring bishop to help us claim our own gifts of ministry, to clarify
jointly with Western Michigan, our concerns about long-term sustainability, to celebrate our shared ministries with Western Michigan, and to explore more formally ways God may be calling both
dioceses to use our resources
to grow the Episcopal branch of the Jesus movement within our
borders.
A Message from Bishop Hogland to Western Michigan following the vote in Eastern Michigan:
To the People of the Diocese of Western Michigan,
At their diocesan convention today, the Episcopal Diocese of Eastern
Michigan voted to ask the people of Western Michigan for our consent to the nomination and election of me to serve as Bishop Provisional in our neighboring diocese.
This Spring at our Bishop’s Workshops, we will take up this question - do we wish to enter this period of mutual discernment with
the Diocese of Eastern Michigan around shared resources and ministries? How might we imagine the Episcopal Church to be in 5, 10,
20 years and how might we see our relationships across the state in
that? And how might the sharing of a bishop help us be more intentional in those conversations?
The three Bishop Workshop days will take place...
...We continue to be grateful for our relationships with our neighboring dioceses. We do very great work together already and will continue to do so no matter the direction we choose. I am excitedly looking
forward to working together to help Michigan see that the grace,
peace, and joy of the Kingdom of God is indeed near.
I continue to be honored to be your bishop as we take on the important work of finding what it means to be a disciple in our little culde-sac of the Lower Peninsula.
May the blessing of God Almighty be with us now and always,
The Rt. Rev. Whayne M. Hougland, Jr.
IX Bishop, The Episcopal Diocese of Western Michigan
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Upcoming
Lessons
RCL Year B

November 11 - Proper 27
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Psalm 127
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44
November 18 - Proper 28
1 Samuel 1:4-20
1 Samuel 2:1-10
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
Mark 13:1-8
Nov. 25 - Christ the King
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-13 (14-19)
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37
December 2 - Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-9
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36
December 9 - Advent 2
Malachi 3:1-4
Canticle 4 or 16
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Find the readings every
week on the church
website or at
lectionarypage.net

Children & Youth
Formation

Sunday School going extremely well after first
month!
The first month of the 2018-19 Sunday School/
Youth Formation year is in the books and I can
honestly say that it’s been a wonderful month.
The children that have participated have taken
in a wealth of knowledge as they continue their
journey with God.
With having the younger kids (up through fifth grade) learn in the classroom setting and the older kids
(middle school on up) stay in church and pay attention to the Gospel and Homily and then meeting up
during coffee hour to discuss, this has been a win-win for everyone involved.
A very special thanks to Joan LePard and Bill Anderson for teaching during the month of October and to
Noralynn Hassold and Joyce Thewalt, who will take the lead for November!
Just a reminder that the younger kids meet in the classroom each Sunday from 10 a.m. until the Peace
and the older kids meet with the teachers in the library after the 10:15 a.m. service.
We will also continue to add the music element to the curriculum as the school year moves forward.
Progress is being made and I am excited to see this program continue to grow!
As always, any questions, concerns or suggestions, do not hesitate to see me in church or contact me via
email or phone/text.
Thank you so much!

Matt Mackinder
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Fr. Don’s
Doodles...

Joy

I find it easy to be cranky, grumpy and
downright crabby sometimes. I hope
not all the time, but sometimes, when
the opportunity presents itself my inner
crab comes out and can be the skunk at
the picnic (a little inside joke there for
Nada- just ask her).
Recently, I have not had any reason to
allow room or give air to my inner crab
or crank. I am truly filled. Filled to the
brim with joy and the kind of joy that

one does not feel all that much.
Let me tell you some of the things that have given me great joy:
At the top of my list is the ordination of our own Michael Spencer. The service
brought out a goodly crowd from St. C and from all over the diocese. The music
from our talented choir was spectacular, and our acolytes almost totally stole the
show. Michael will serve in the unique position of Deacon Canon Curate which must be a first in the
Episcopal Church. For the last number of years, he has served as the Canon to the Ordinary (Ordinary
meaning the Bishop or person who gives Orders to the order of Deacons and the Order of Priests). He
has been our seminarian over the past year and is now our curate (1/3rd) time. He is a Transitional Deacon meaning that by God’s grace and with the approval of the Bishop and Standing Committee, he will
be ordained a priest in the spring. How great.
I have joy because our parish structure is beginning to work like a parish structure in that lay leaders
are beginning to take the helm in many areas of the church. Particularly our Inreach chair, Jane Yorks,
outreach, Bill Anderson, finance committee
and treasurer, Bobbie Walton, with growing
choir, LEMs, acolytes all under our worship
team. WOW! This is so fantastic.
I am filled with joy when I see our building
being used to feed hungry families every
Monday, when our kitchen is being used to
cook healthy meals, when our nave is echoing with beautiful music, when our parking
lot is full.
I am filled with joy when attendance has
made a turn from sliding down to sliding
up… and we have room for you, not to worry.
I am filled with joy that our Bishop, Diocesan Council and the people of the Diocese became partners
with us and allowed us to move forward and come to terms with our financial situation. Last year I about
shouted to the congregation at our annual meeting that with God’s help we could “make it happen” and
so it has come to be.
...continued on page 11...
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WORSHIP LEADERS for November 2018
LEM (s)

LECTOR

USHER (s)

GREETER (s)

November 4

ACOLYTES

ALTAR GUILD

8 am

Judy Miller

---------

Louise McAra
Tom Dyke

---------

---------

---------

10:15
am

1 –Marsha Kump
2 –Linda R.

Marsha Kump

Paul Bassett
Joe LePard

Steve Huber
Jane Yorks

C – Gabby I.
T – Wyatt M.
T – Ethan

Judy Miller
Noralynn H.

November 11
8 am

Tom Dyke

---------

Jim & Jackie
Beal

---------

---------

---------

10:15
am

1 –Linda R.
2 –Kathy Curtis

Steve Huber

Bob Carter
Helen Lackey

Bill Thewalt
Jane Yorks

C – Ethan M.
T – Wyatt M.
T – Maddie M.
B – Bella

Colleen Shrank
Noralynn H.

November 18
8 am

Nancy Wells

Kay Van Natta

Avis Christie
Jane Brewer

---------

---------

---------

10:15
am

1 –Marcie D.
2 – Frank Burger

Marcie Davidson

Bobbie Walton
Caroline James

Jan Taylor
Marilyn Alarie

C – Jack K.
T – Abby K.
T – Daniel K.
B – Nikki N.

Sharon Rice
Noralynn H.

---------

---------

November 25
8 am

Tim Weston

---------

Dale & Sharon
Rice

---------

10:15
am

1 –Bob Luckey
2 –Frank Burger

Bob Luckey

Bill White
Steve Huber

Bill Hartley
Caroline James

December 2
8 am

Judy Miller

---------

Louise McAra
Tom Dyke

---------

10:15
am

1 –Marsha Kump
2 –Joyce T.

Flo Gjerstad

Bill Hartley
Flo Gjerstad

Helen Lackey
Bobbie Walton
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C – Ethan K.

--------???

Colleen Shrank
Noralynn H.

--------Avis Christie
Anne Naber

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

STEWARDSHIP
THANK YOU
DINNER
JOIN US FOR A HOMESTYLE
DINNER WITH YOUR CHURCH
FAMILY

S un day , D e ce mb e r 2 n d
11 : 30 a m
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December 2nd Thank-You Dinner

Everyone, please mark your calendars! December 2, 2018 God’s House, Our Church, My Home
Family Dinner following the 10:15 service.
The following folks are invited to attend:
•
Longtime members of St. Christopher’s
•
Short time members of St. Christopher’s
•
Folks who are not sure if they are members
•
Folks who pledge and have turned-in their pledge card
•
Folks who pledge and have not turned-in their pledge card
•
Folks who do not pledge
•
Folks who are totally new to Episcopal words
•
Folks who know every Episcopal word•
•
Folks who think we should sing more
•
Folks who we sing too many hymns
•
Folks who think the sermon is too long most of the time
•
Folks who think the sermon is too short
•
Folks who feel like a nut
•
Folks who do not feel like a nut
Get the drift? Everyone is invited. How about calling someone who you have not seen in church for
a long time and telling them they are welcome, and we have some wonderful news? How about inviting
someone you care about, or you do not care about?
This lunch is a time of gratitude for the love, joy and grace of Jesus in our lives. This lunch is a time to
just reach out and let someone know they are loved by you, by others and by Jesus.
We are part of the Jesus movement and we want everyone to know it. So, wipe-off the anger (the Bible
called it hardness of heart), and let’s have a moment of celebrating and gratitude in Jesus Name.

Don+
A Note from Our Deacon
Friends,
October 21, 2018, the day the church ordained me a transitional deacon, is a date I will carry in my heart
for the rest of my life, and because it happened here in the heart of the St. Christopher’s community,
this will forever be a spiritual home for me whether I serve here twenty minutes or twenty years. I wish I
could adequately express my gratitude for all of the efforts, generosity, and prayers that went into making
the day a holy and life-giving moment for me and for the church. Thank you to all of you for your support
and for being willing to help me grow into the fullness of priesthood in your midst. I can’t tell you how
excited I am to be serving my curacy at St. Christopher’s. This is a good church, and I am looking forward
to sharing the Good News in this community in partnership with all of you.
Blessings,

Michael
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Saturday, December 2, 2018 @ 7:30PM
The Whiting Auditorium in Flint
Sign up on the Kiosk in the Gathering Space
9

Buy Scrip
Gift Cards
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“Don’s Doodles”, continued from page 5...
I am filled with joy that the people of St. Christopher’s have raised hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Who would not grin from ear to ear about that.
I am bursting my buttons with joy as we look at our stewardship campaign “God’s House, Our Church,
My Home.” I remember how much I loved it when a cadet would take his parents on a tour of the school
and upon entering our worship space would say “this is my chapel.” Nothing made me happier, and now
I see folks bringing family and friends and neighbors to St. C’s and saying, proudly “this is my church.”
You bet it is.
I am joyful in a personal way, praising God in thanksgiving that a recent car accident while totaling our
new car did not cause Marcie, me or anyone in the other vehicle any injuries. Thank you, Jesus.
I am joyful…I am joyful…well I am. St. Christopher’s is a truly wonderful place to be. I am honored to be
your priest and thrilled as we go forward together. Let us put aside the past, let us not be so filled with
stubbornness that we cannot see the joy around us, and let us thank God for the grace and love that we
receive every day. Truly, this is the day that God has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
In Christ’s love,

Don+

Priest-in-Charge

FISH seeking Volunteers
FISH of Grand Blanc is seeking volunteers to assist in distribution of supplemental food at the church on
the third Monday of the month. Monday, November 19 is the next date for St Christopher’s.
Two shifts are needed. The first team (6 people) will pick up and load fresh foods at the Food Bank of
Eastern Michigan from 10-1:30 to be delivered to the church. Team two (10 people) will assist is signing in
participants and helping with distribution, followed by clean up from 2:45-5:15.
This is a great way to provide needed food to less fortunate neighbor! To sign up, please contact the
church office.
2018-2019 dates are:
November 19
December 17
January 22

February 19
March 18
April 15

May 20
June 14

Bill Anderson
Outreach Chair
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notes v

		

the

Music Room

Musical “Goings On” at St. Christoher’s!

Musically speaking, November is a very exciting time
for us, at St. Christopher’s!
The beautifully inspiring Ordination Service of Michael
Spencer is something that will live in the hearts of all of
us for a long time. The glorious sound of all of the Episcopal Clergy in attendance singing, lead by our Bishop,
the Rt. Rev. Catherine Waynick, in combination with
our choir and our congregation was so uplifting and
meaningful. It is with humility and gratitude I thank all
who were able to participate Sunday afternoon. Truly, both a spiritually and musically moving event.
As many of you know, for a number of years now, the New Century Chorale has been holding their concerts and rehearsals here at St. Chris under the very capable direction of Sarah Stockton. But, as life has a
way of interrupting things, Ms. Stockton and her family have recently moved from the Grand Blanc area.
But, fear not! The interim director this fine choral organization has engaged is Steven Holovach. The
NCC’s first concert, under Mr. Holovach’s direction will be Sunday, November 4th at 4 p.m..Their musical
theme will be that of supporting our Veterans, entitled, “America Sings!”.
Also, this November at St. Christopher’s, the annual Grand Blanc Community Messiah Sing will be taking place on November 18th, at 4 p.m. This will be the 31st time for this event! If you are interested in
singing in the Community Messiah Sing, the next several rehearsals will be:
Sunday, November 11, 2-5:00, important to attend
Saturday, November 17, 10-12:30, mandatory
Sunday, November 18, 3:00 warm up, 4:00 performance
All rehearsals and the performance will be held at St. Christopher’s!
Mark your calendars! Our bell choir, under the leadership of Victor Galea (he is both a tenor in our choir
and the fellow who has played his cello several times for us) will be playing the Offertory piece for our
10:15 a.m. Sunday service on November 11th.
And lastly, how about our organ? Isn’t it sounding wonderful? I am told that we are 99% complete!!
Thank you, each and every member of our church who has donated monies over the years, who have
donated also, great patience, understanding and kindness. Did I already mention patience? (I know I
did---I repeated this just for dramatic effect!). But, the Fowler Organ Company is just about done, and
isn’t it thrilling to get to hear the fruits of their labor? Thank you, Greg Hassold, our parish organist for
keeping the faith and working around the many difficulties we were encountering so brilliantly over
these past several years---it is truly thrilling having a real pipe organ for our services every Sunday. We are
so blessed!
Stay ‘tuned’ for more musical notes to come!
In Christ, I am yours,

Nada

Director of Music
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How to Feed & Care for Your New Deacon

Deacon’s are not really like puppies or kittens, yet they should
receive care and nourishment from their congregations on a
regular basis. One does not have to worry too much about
training. Our Deacon comes to us with a master’s degree from
the Episcopal Seminary in California.
However, Deacon’s, especially new Deacon’s need a little patience and understanding. There may be times when they seem
a little distracted, or when they may not quite know what they
are doing. I believe that this temporary syndrome is called
diaconiawhattheheckitis, it is not contagious and usually fades
away. A word from the Priest or Bishop and the new Deacon
will be wound-up and ready to go. If you see a Deacon with
shoes on the wrong feet, glasses worn on the back of the head
or clerical collar worn upside down, you might be seeing a more
extreme case.

There are four unique liturgical responsibilities for the Deacon during our regular Sunday service. The
Deacon Proclaims the Gospel; the Deacon, on behalf of and amid the people…prays. Think of the Deacon as a funnel through which all our prayers are collected and sent on to God; the Deacon sets the table
for the Great Thanksgiving, on that table are placed wine and bread and money, soon to be set aside to
nourish us in the work Christ has called us to do. The Deacon also places on that table the concerns, the
pain and the joys of all of us and of all the world.
At the end of the service the Deacon dismisses us. That sounds rather rude I suppose, but here is the
point. We are being pushed out the door to go forth from the table of our Lord to the world. A world
that may or may not want to hear what we have to say. A world which may not have time; a world which
may have more important things to do, A world where games and gadgets put Christ’s call to love God’s
people in second or third place on a to-do list. “Go forth into the world in the Name of Christ” the Deacon says and we go, but do we…do?
What do you say to a Deacon? Anything you wish as Deacons are always ready to listen. What do you
call a Deacon? In our case “Michael” would be a good start, you cannot get much better than the name of
an Archangel. Seriously, call him Canon (as he bears that distinction by being a trusted member of the
Bishop’s staff) or call him Deacon, but I can tell you… he will be delighted that you called him.
You do not have to feed a Deacon much, a pat on the back or a loving word can keep a Deacon going for a
long time. Cookies, however, might well be accepted.
We have three Orders in ordained ministry, all begin with the most important step of all…Baptism.
Let us all join and welcome our new Deacon and tell him just how wonderful it is that he has found himself here.

Don+
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Remaining Thank you Sundays
We have been taking the remaining part of Year B to thank the servers
and leaders who make our Sunday Worship Time possible. Each area of
minstry will have their own Sunday where we will recognize their efforts
and take a minute to say thank you for all they do.
Sunday, November 18
Staff Sunday
Sunday, November 25
Kicthen Keepers’ Sunday

Other Upcoming Events
VETERANS DAY
Sunday, November 11
ALTAR GUILD GATHERING
Tuesday, November 13, 10 am
GRAND BLANC COMMUNITY MESSIAH PERFORMANCE
Sunday, November 18, 4 pm @ St. Christopher’s Church
GRAND BLANC ECCUMENICAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Tuesday, November 20, 7 pm @ First Baptist on S. Saginaw
WORSHIP TEAM MEETING
Wednesday, November 21, 1:30 pm
THANKSGIVING
Thursday, November 22, Office closed Thursday & Friday
DECEMBER TRUMPETER ARTICLES DUE
Friday, November 22
KNITTING & CROCHETING GROUP
Tuesday, November 27, 2:30 pm
VESTRY
Tuesday, November 27, 6:30 pm
NUTCRACKER BALLET OUTING
Saturday, December 1, 7:30 pm @ The Whiting Auditorium
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