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St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
8:00 & 10:15 AM Sunday Services

Sunday Morning
Schedule

8 am - Holy Eucharist Service
9 am - Adult Formation
10 am - Children Formation
10:15 am - Holy Eucharist Service
11:30 am - Youth Sermon Discussion
Coffee Hour following 10:15 am Eucharist

Wednesday Evening
Schedule

4:30 pm - Bells Rehearsal
5:30 pm - Holy Eucharist in Columbarium Chapel
6 pm - Soup Supper
6 pm - Wednesdays with Jesus Discussions
7 pm - Choir Rehearsal

In this Issue:
Search Update
Notes from the
Music Room
Lenten Prayer Stations
& Resources
Senior Warden’s Report

Shrove Tuesday
& Ash Wednesday
Notes on Transition
and so much more!

St. Christopher’s Episcopal
Church

9020 S. Saginaw Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439
(810) 694-3600
Office@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday & Friday 9 am - 4 pm
Wednesday 1 pm - 4 pm

Staff
The Right Reverend Whayne Hougland Jr,
Bishop Provisional Designee
of the Episcopal Diocese of Eastern MI
The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr,
Priest in Residence
FrMike@stchrisgrandblanc.org
The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie,
Associate Emeritus
The Reverend Canon Michael Spencer,
Assistant to the Rector
Michael@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Nada Radakovich, Director of Music
Nada@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Senior Warden’s Report

Dear St. Christopher’s Family,

The start of a new year for us is very exciting and full of
possibilities.
Hopefully, you will have read all the reports included in
your Annual Meeting pamphlet.
Please know that things will be the same with Elizabeth
in the office, Fr. Michael Spencer joining us two Sundays
of the month and on Wednesdays for Wednesdays With
Jesus, Nada continuing her wonderful musical offerings,
Matt blessing our children every week and Soup Suppers
on Wednesdays.
Jane Yorks will keep you posted about Inreach activities.
Wonderful chances for us to participate together are in the
works. Check the calendar for these events.
A final thought: St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church of
Grand Blanc is ALL of us working together, supporting
each other and praying our prayer for Transition (see page
12) as the Search Committee continues its important work.
Blessings, Peace and Love to you All,

Jane Brewer
Senior Warden

Dr. Greg Hassold, Parish Organist
Greg@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Elizabeth Sailus, Administrative Assistant
Elizabeth@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Matt Mackinder
Director of Christian Education
Matt@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Ashley Sweers, Nursery Coordinator
Ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Joel Stoeklin, Sexton
sexton@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Search Committee Update

The Search Committe has met and finalized the wording
of our profile. Frank Burger will send it to The Rev. Tracie
Little, our Diocesan consultant, and to Elizabeth, our administrative assistant, so she can use her amazing graphic
design skills to include pictures and artistic touches to
make it presentable.
The next steps will include passing it on to the national
transition team for dissemination and to our own web site
and printer. We also plan on a cybertrumpeter distribution.

Linda Rathburn

Search Committee Member

2

notes v

		

the

Music Room

February is upon us! -- which means Shrove Tuesday
is on the horizon (February 25).
What is Shrove Tuesday you may wonder ?---well, in the
Parish of Orleans, it to is often referred to as “Fat Tuesday”! So, do try to make it our parish hall on Tuesday,
February 25 around 5 p.m. for some yummy pancakes
and fun games, before the onset of Lent, (the very next
day is Ash Wednesday - the beginning of Lent).
We will have two services at St. Christopher ‘s at noon and 7 pm on February 26th for Ash Wednesday.
Father Michael Spencer will be with us during this time.
Adult Choir, Bells and other special music will be shared with our congregation during this Lenten season. I mention this because several in our church know that our indispensable Bell Choir leader, Victor
Galea, faces a challenging health issue, and his wife, Pat Lewis, is standing steadfastly with him, helping
him to navigate his way through his rehabilitation. Do not be surprised if you happen to catch
Victor ringing bells during this period, rather than directing (for now- until his right arm decides to do
what Victor instructs it to -so we can have him back to playing his cello in no time!).
We also would like to welcome bass, Brad Skellenger,
to the Adult Choir. Mr. Skellenger is on a break from
school and has joined our choir a few times in years
past, and we are thrilled to add his deep bass voice to
our ensemble!
This coming Sunday, February 9th, soprano, Bobbie Goergen, will be singing the hauntingly beautiful
“How Beautiful are the Feet” from The Messiah at the
10:15 service. Later in the month of February, our Adult
Choir will be singing the Randall Thompson “Alleluia”.
It is a very challenging a capella work, and so very
beautiful!
If any of you in our congregation has time to join the
choir, or might like to ring with our bell choir, please
drop down to our music room and let me know, and
we can get things started!
In Christ, I am yours,

Nada

Director of Music
The staff took Fr. Don out to lunch for his last office
day 1/31/20!
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We Need YOU!
The Vestry is looking for someone who might be interested in filling a vacan-

cy on the Vestry due to a resignation. Qualifications for the Vestry include being
16 years of age or older and support of St. Christopher’s over time, talent and
regular financial contributions.
If you are interested in serving St. Christopher’s during this exciting time you
should feel free to contact any Vestry member as soon as possible. Please understand that volunteering doesn’t mean you are immediately on the Vestry, but
that there must be a vote to decide who is to be asked to serve.
Our Junior Warden, Bill White, is working on putting together a team to address all things concerning the church building and grounds. You do not
have to be handy to be on this team, but it is an important part of our church
operations. If you’re interested, please see Bill or email him at juniorwarden@
stchrisgrandblanc.org.
A new acolyte lead is needed. If you would be interested in being the acolyte lead, please let the church office or Michael Spencer know. Enthusiasm for
scheduling and training new acolytes is all that is needed. We will train you if
you are unsure of exactly how to do that.

The next St. Christopher’s Outing will be Saturday, March 1. We will be going to Christ
Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills for their next part of their speaker series: “Propher’s,
Poets and Preachers” (4:30 - 7 pm). The cost is free (a free will offering will be taken for a local
charity).
The guest preacher is Nadia Bolz-Weber author of New York Times bestseller “Accidential Saints”
and founder and former pastor of the Lutheran congregation of All Sinners and Saints in Denver.
There will also be a performance by the Detroit Youth Choir.
Please sign up on the kiosk in the gathering space if you would like to join us.
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Maintaining a peaceful spirit during
times of transition

I’m wearing my Canon to the Ordinary hat right now. In my work with congregations going through the
phases of a clergy transition, I find that the point we’re at right now often feels like the most anxious period in the entire experience. The former priest has just moved on and the new priest is not yet here; what
is going on and who is taking care of things? It’s normal to feel more unsettled than usual; the stability
that our church community offers is an important part of our sense of well-being. And it’s normal to be
impatient with the process and to feel like things are taking too long. Here are some thoughts on those.
First, the stability that our church community offers is no small thing. Even when our attention on a regular day has no connection to church, when our thoughts are trained on work or family or other matters,
the sense that our church is with us and supports us remains in the backdrop of our reality. We know that
we can depend on it for some segment of our needs, and the priest is a crucial piece of that structure. I
say crucial, yes, but it’s good to be reminded that the priest is far from the only thing that makes our community strong and secure. We have so many others who make this place the special community that it is,
and, like you, they want good things for all of us as well. In times of clergy transition we have the opportunity to learn just how much our church benefits from the gifts that all of us offer to the community, and
we can celebrate and take heart in that knowledge. While things may be a little different in this interval
of time, they can be just as important and spiritually satisfying if we put faith in the truth that God is
present to us in all circumstances.
Second, this process does take a long time. There are layers and layers of processes. It should be simpler
and quicker, shouldn’t it? I am intimately familiar with all of the things that make up a search process,
and while we can tinker with how we do them, they are really an intricate system of dependencies all balanced on the backs of busy human beings who have complicated lives. We can perhaps do the parts that
we are assigned as quickly and efficiently as we can, but we can’t assume that all the other parts can do
that all the time. Things happen. The bishop has to be the bishop for all 44 congregations of the diocese, and so might not be able to do one of his parts as quickly as we might want. (It’s easy to pick on the
bishop, so he won’t mind if I use him as an example!) And I am also convinced that all the parts matter;
this is not the same thing as a standard hiring situation in the world of business or education or other
disciplines. Your relationship with your priest is not like other relationships, so it follows that the discernment process will be different as well. The church does do some things right, and making sure we do this
process right will reap so many benefits in the future; it’s worth it to take the time it takes.
Even with those explanations, which might be helpful, it may still feel frustrating to sit on the sidelines
wondering about the future. I know of at least two things you can do that might help you maintain a
sense of peace. First, if you want to know something, ask. Ask the vestry, ask the search committee, and if
they aren’t available, ask me. We don’t always know what you want to know and when, so ask your questions. If you thrive by being in command of knowledge, ask us what you need to know and hopefully the
answers will help settle your concern. Second, pray. Pray that God will lead the search committee, the
bishop, and the next priest to a common recognition of the potential for satisfactory and enriching ministry and mission that can be realized here at St. Christopher’s when a good and loving priest is working
alongside the rest of us for the building of God’s kingdom.
You are ever in my prayers; please pray for me.

Michael+

Canon to the Ordinary, Diocese of Eastern Michigan
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Going Deeper with Prayer
during Lent

Our Ash Wednesday service includes an exhortation to observe a
holy Lent and suggests several ways in which we might engage in
deeper communion with God during the season. In addition to
fasting and engagement with God’s Word, we are exhorted to pray.
Imagine that! The Prayer Team is going to offer two new opportunities for prayer during Lent and hopes that you might try one or
both of them out – try them on for size, if you will – and see if you
feel like your prayer life is enriched by them.
The first is a series of prayer stations that will be installed around
the church. These prayer stations will each offer a different activity
or prayer prompt to help you pray using tools, senses, or perhaps
even ideas that you might not be used to. There will be two stations
in the parish hall, three in the narthex, and one each in the library
and columbarium chapel, for a total of seven. At each station you’ll
find some instructions and the tools you might need to engage the
prayer station. These stations will be installed throughout Lent and
Holy Week. Any time you are in the church building and have a few
minutes you are invited to check out the prayer stations and explore
a different way to pray.
The second is an opportunity for healing prayer and anointing that
will be available during worship at the 10:15 service on Sundays in
Lent. During the administration of communion, there will be two
stations at the back of the church where a trained member of the
prayer team will be available to pray with and anoint you for healing of mind, body, or spirit. You’re welcome to request healing
prayer for another person as well. If you’d like to give this kind of
prayer a try, simply go to the altar and receive communion as you
usually would, and then go to one of the prayer stations in the back
of the church. The prayer team member will ask for what or whom
you’d like to pray, and if the prayer is for yourself, will offer anointing with holy oil. If you’ve never experienced this kind of prayer or
have not been anointed, you may find this kind of prayer and the
tactile sensation of the oil to be a deeply satisfying manifestation of
God’s presence.
I hope you’ll give one or both of these prayer opportunities a try,
and let the prayer team know what the experience was like for you.
It is our hope that your journey through Lent this year enriches
your relationship with God and that your prayer life offers sustenance for your soul.

Michael+

Assistant to the Priest

6

Upcoming
Lessons
RCL Year A

February 9 - Epiphany 5
Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 112:1-9
1 Corinthians 2:1-12
Matthew 5:13-20
February 16 - Epiphany 6
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37
February 23 - Epiphany 7
Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2
or Psalm 99
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9
February 26 - Ash
Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2,12-17
Psalm 103 or 103:8-14
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
March 1 - Lent 1
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

Find the readings every
week on the church
website or at
lectionarypage.net

St. Christopher's Episcopcal Church

Let's celebrate
"pancake day"
Fun Facts: Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day)
always falls 47 days before Easter Sunday,
It was the last opportunity to use up eggs and fats
before embarking on the Lenten fast, and
pancakes are the perfect way of using up these
ingredients.
Come early at 5 pm for all the food, fun and
fellowship. Try your hand at “flipping pancakes”.
No, you don’t have to make your own pancakes!
You’ll see!
There will be a free will offering. Bring your
friends and family. It will be a fun evening!

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2020 • 5 PM
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2020

ASH
WEDNESDAY
SERVICES AT NOON & 7 PM

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
GRAND BLANC, MI
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Thank you so much for the wonderful poltuck lunch and the
gift. We are truly amazed and
overwhelmed. We love you all.
Peace!

Don & Marcie
Card is pinned to kiosk in the
gathering space if you would like
a better look.

Upcoming Events

FOOD DISTRIBUTION WITH FISH
Tuesday,February 18 @ 2:45 pm
Need help with set-up at 11 am

DIOCESAN LEADERSHIP DAY
Saturday, March 7, 10 am - 3 pm
St. David’s, Lansing
Contact Elizabeth to sign up

WORSHIP TEAM MEETING
Wednesday, February 19 @ 1:30 pm
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
Tuesday, February 25 @ 5 pm

FOOD DISTRIBUTION WITH FISH
Monday, March 16 @ 2:45 pm
Need help with set-up at 11 am

VESTRY MEETING
Tuesday, February 25 @ 6:30 pm

WORSHIP TEAM MEETING
Wednesday, March 18 @ 1:30 pm

ASH WEDNESDAY
Wednesday, February 26
Services @ Noon & 7 pm

VESTRY MEETING
Tuesday, March 24 @ 6:30 pm

HOLY WEEK
OUTING - “PROPHETS, POETS & PREACHERS”
Palm Sunday, April 5 Saturday, March 1 @ 4:30 pm
Easter Sunday, April 12
Christ Church Cranbrook
Sign-up on kiosk
PLEASE NOTE:
There are SEVERAL Outside Groups using our building. Please refer to our online calendar that can be
found on our website for more information on these dates & times.
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FISH of Grand Blanc
Fundraiser

Come have a fun night out supporting the FISH of Grand
Blanc when the Flint Firebirds faceoff against hte Windsor Spitfires. Tickets are discounted plus a portion of each
ticket will go back to helping the Grand Blanc Community.
Purchase tickets online or at the Box Office before the day
ofthe game to receive the special price.

Saturday, March 7th, 2020 at 7 pm.
Dort Federal Credit Union Event Center
$15 per ticket (Silver Level)
Go to Firebirds.com/Tickets and Type in
promo code “FISH” at checkout.

Leadership days 2020

All are invited to join our wider diocesan communities at one of three upcoming Leadership Days! The
Eastern & Western Michigan Dioceses are coming together to host these days.
These days will include time of study and reflection with our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Whayne M. Hougland,
Jr., around our common grounding in the Baptismal Covenant. The day will also include opportunities
for conversation around affinity groups, such as the Academy for Vocational Leadership, stewardship,
and christian formation, as well as workshops around several ministry topics that are listed below.
Each Leadership Day will take place from 10-3:00pm, with doors opening at 9:30am. The cost is $10 per
person.
Workshops include: Episcopal 101, Evangelism 101, Gospel Based Discipleship and Parish Financial Adminsitartion 101.
If you are interested in going to the Saturday, March 7th Leadership Day in Lansing, MI (St. David’s), please contact Elizabeth in the church office. We would like to register all of the St. Christopher’s people in one big group.
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Lenten Resources
Lent Madness

Lent Madness, inspired by college basketball tournaments, pits 32 saints
against each other in a bracket, as each saint seeks to win the coveted Golden
Halo. Throughout Lent, fans vote for their favorite saints at www.lentmadness.org. You can also go to the website to sign up for daily emails.
We will have a bracket poster somewhere in the gathering space during Lent
for you to keep up with how your bracket is doing.

Episcopal Relief and Development
Lenten Meditations

Sign up for daily Lenten devotionals that focus on the spiritual lives of
children and how they can inform the prayers and meditations of all Christians. Plus a podcast will be coming in the middle of the month that you can
subscribe to as well!
To sign up for emailed meditations, visit www.episcopalrelief.org/church-inaction/church-campaigns/lent/

Compline during Lent

As we enter into Lent, you are invited to take on the practice of praying Compline, both individually and
with the wider community, using Facebook Live.
Starting Ash Wednesday, and concluding Good Friday, our diocesan Facebook pages (Eastern Michigan
and Western Michigan) will host an online Compline Service each Wednesday and Friday at 8pm. Each
service will be facilitated by a leader from either diocese using readings and meditations from the Way
of Love lenten calendar (page 13). To join, simply visit either page and join the service. Share your prayers
and “amens!” using the comments of the video.
Bishop Hougland will kick off our online gatherings at 8pm on Ash Wednesday. And please pray on your
own throughout the week, using Compline or whatever service or
meditation brings you comfort. I encourage you to use the Way of Love
lenten calendar to track your readings and reflections along the way.

Women's Pre-Lenten Quiet Day
The Garden of Saints Chapter of the Daughters of the King at St.
Paul's, St. Joseph will host their annual Pre-Lenten Quiet Day on Saturday, February 15th from 9:30-3:30pm.
The theme for the event is "Following the Way of Love." The cost to
attend is $10/person, which includes refreshments and lunch. Scholarships are available. Please pre-register. Contact Elizabeth in the
church office for a form.

For more Lenten resources, visit www.episcopalchurch.org/lenten-resources
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Thank you!!
Thank you to our January Coffee Hour Hosts!
Sue Corless, Bobbie Walton, Linda Rahburn, Jan Taylor, Jane
Yorks and everyone who contributed to Fr. Don & Marcie’s Celebratory Coffee Hour.
Sign up for Coffee Hour is on the door of the kitchen. Please
consider signing up for a Sunday to host by yourself or with a
group following the 10:15 am service. It need not be elaborate
- store bought or homemade baked goods or a tray that goes
with coffee and water is enough. You can decorate or bring as
much or as little food as you like. Have fun!

A Prayer for Transition

Your Vestry asks that you pray daily for the search
process. We ask that you use the following prayer:

Almighty God, look graciously on
the people of St. Christopher’s Church.
Be with us and lead us as we seek a priest
for our church.
We ask your direction and guidance for all
those who choose our new spiritual leader
that we may receive a faithful pastor
who will care for your people
and equip us for our ministries.
Grant us perception, faithfulness, and joy,
so that we may hear your voice
in all our deliberations.
Grant us also the desire and the ability
to truly hear each other
and those who have entrusted us with this process.
Give us courage to respond and act as you lead us.
We pray this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
12
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19

18

Go Where are you
being encouraged to
“show up”?
Matt. 25:44-45

Bless Intentionally
smile at least ten times
today. Phil. 4:4

Worship In your
prayers today, what new
words or thoughts
touch you? Phil. 4:6

8

7

April 1

6

31

Learn What passage of Turn Today,
scripture is important to intentionally listen
you Why? Isa. 40:8
devoutly to another.
Mark 4:23

30

Go Create a prayer
representing how you
seek to serve God and
follow Jesus. Matt. 5:15

25

Worship What seminal
moments have informed
a need to return to
Christ? Ps. 51:10

Pray Listen to the
daily office today at
missionstclaire.com
Ps. 55:17

Rest How can you
incorporate rest from
technology today?
Matt. 11:28

24

23

Turn Where do
you find joy and
passion?
Luke 24:32

Bless Who has taught
you to live a Jesus-filled
life? Who have you
taught? 2 Cor. 4:16

16

Go Where might God
be asking you to take
your great love into
the world? Isa. 48: 6b

17

Learn Practice lectio
divina with this
scripture.
Luke 15:17-24

Pray Try praying with
Anglican prayer beads.
Luke 18:1

9

2

Rest How might you
connect with others in
the spirit of renewal?
1 Kings 19:11-12

Bless When you reflect
on financial giving, are
your palms open?
Matt. 12:43-44

26

Rule of Life How can
you build pauses into the
day to reflect on the work
of the Spirit? John 15:5

12

Rule of Life How has
this Way with God
impacted your
experience of God?
John 7:38

10

11

Pray Take 20 minutes
in contemplative
prayer today.
Matt. 4:18-22

9

Worship How does
community help or
hinder your growing in
Christ? John 1:12-13

Rest What can you
say “no” to so you can
say “yes” to prayer, rest
and joy?
Lev. 23:3

5

Turn How did you
turn back towards
God’s love when you
made a big mistake?
Luke 15:18

Rest How do your
creative outlets impact
on taking rest?
Gen. 1:1-2:4

Turn How might you
share what brings you
great joy with others?
Rom. 12:6-8

3

2

27

Feb 26
Worship How do you
want to prepare people
to remember you?
2 Cor. 1:3-4

Thursday

Wednesday
Bless What challenges
are you facing today?
Job 11:18

Tuesday

Reflections from "Living the Way of Love"
by Mary Bea Sullivan (Church Publishing, 2019).
Used with permission.

Monday

10

Learn Slowly read this
passage aloud. How does
this speak to the world
today? Matt. 4:18-22

Go Where can you
seek and serve Christ in
someone unlike you?
Jer. 30:22, 31:4-5

3

Rule of Life How do
others experience the
love of Christ through
you?
Gal. 5:22-23

27

22

15

3rd Sunday of Lent

8

2nd Sunday of Lent

11

12

Palm Sunday

5

5th Sunday of Lent

29

Way of Love Where do Easter Day
you see the seven practices
of the Way of Love in this
story? Luke 5:19

Rule of Life Who can
support you in living a
Jesus-centered life?
2 Cor. 3:6

4

Worship What is
most meaningful to
you in worship?
BCP prayer, p. 281

28

Learn Who might you 4th Sunday of Lent
have a conversation with
to learn about God?
Ps. 119:105

21

20

Pray What are you
thankful for?
1 Chron. 29:15

Rest How do you
incorporate rest in
your life?
Jer. 6:16

14

7

Bless Notice the
pattern of your
breathing. Pray for
awareness of blessings.
Gen. 2:7

Mar 1

Sunday

Learn How is the Jesus 1st Sunday of Lent
who walked this earth
beckoning you to meet
him?
Mark 10:46-52

29

Saturday

Turn What
relationships do you
need to mend?
Isa. 55:8-9

13

Go Where can you go
and intentionally
provide kindness?
Matt. 5:4

6

28

Pray Go for a walk today
and pray with your feet,
each step with intention.
Isa. 2:3a

Friday

The Way of Love in Lent 2020

