
Online Service Schedule

Sundays
8 am - Morning Prayer Service via Facebook Live & Zoom

Zoom Gathering following

10:15 am - Morning Prayer Service with Music
via Facebook Live & Zoom
Zoom Gathering following

Wednesdays
5:30 pm - Evening Prayer via Facebook Live
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Staff
The Right Reverend Whayne Hougland Jr, 

Bishop Provisional  of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Eastern MI

The Reverend Ann Grady
Priest in Charge 

RevAnn2709@gmail.com

The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr,
Priest in Residence 

FrMike@stchrisgrandblanc.org

The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie, 
Associate Emeritus

The Reverend Canon Michael Spencer, 
Assistant to the Rector 

Michael@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Nada Radakovich, Director of Music
Nada@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Dr. Greg Hassold, Parish Organist
Greg@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Elizabeth Sailus, Administrative Assistant
Elizabeth@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Matt Mackinder
Director of Christian Education

Matt@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Ashley Sweers, Nursery Coordinator
Ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Joel Stoeklin, Sexton
sexton@stchrisgrandblanc.org

St. Christopher’s Episcopal 
Church

9020 S. Saginaw Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439
(810) 694-3600

Office@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Search Committee Update

Using Zoom to meet, the Search Committee completed 
our profile.  Our consultant, the Rev. Tracie Little, will take 
the document to our Vestry for their review.  Once they 
approve, the Rev. Canon Michael Spencer will begin the ac-
tual search for candidates.  Any candidates will have to be 
reviewed by the Diocesan office.  Those who are approved 
will be interviewed by Search Committee members.

While we’re waiting for candidates, Tracie will help us set 
up a process for doing the interviews and help us learn to 
do the interviews and follow the process.

The end of the tunnel is almost in sight.  Please continue 
to pray for us and for candidates to respond.  Thank you for 
your support throughout this process.

Linda Rathburn
Search Committee Member

Stewardship Still Important!
Ways that you can continue your pledge:

1) Mail checks to 9020 S. Saginaw Rd., Grand 
Blanc, MI

2) Go online and give: 
https://onrealm.org/SaintChristopher/give/now
*You can give a one-time gift or set up automatic 

giving

3) Text StChrisGB to 73256
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Pennings from 
your Priest

It’s summer and Pentecost has come and gone.  We’re about 
halfway through the Season after Pentecost, often referred 
to as “Ordinary Time.”  A funny name, at first blush.  But 
if we examine the origin of that term we’ll find it makes 
sense. 

An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church defines Ordinary 
Time as “be[ing] understood in terms of the living out of 
Christian faith and the meaning of Christ’s resurrection in 
ordinary life.” 

Ordinary Time – which occurs outside the liturgical seasons 
of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent and Easter – includes 

the Monday after the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord through the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, and 
the Monday after Pentecost through the Saturday before the First Sunday of Advent.

The scriptural emphasis of The Sundays after Pentecost is the mission of the church in the world.  Since 
we are in Year A of the three-year lectionary cycle we examine that mission from the perspective of the 
Gospel of Matthew

Of the four gospels, Matthew’s is said to be the most Jewish. It was written for a Jewish-Christian audi-
ence that needed to be persuaded Jesus was the long-promised Messiah.  Many Jews didn’t believe that to 
be so.  Matthew’s Jesus rails against the scribes and Pharisees.

Matthew begins by tracing Jesus’ genealogy as a way proving Jesus was the Son of God from his birth, 
and, thus, the fulfillment of the prophesies of Jewish scripture. He also portrays Jesus as a teacher greater 
than Moses.

The gospel is comprised of five narrative and dis-
course sections. Each is delineated with the phrase, 
“ When Jesus had finished . . .” 

It’s through the narratives and discourses in the 
Gospel of Matthew that we understand the mis-
sion of the church in the world during the Ordinary 
Time.  

And we gather to experience in new ways the burst-
ing forth of the realm of God in the here and now of 
our ordinary lives

Blessings,

Pastor Ann
Rev. Ann
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Upcoming 
Lessons
RCL Year A

August 9 - Proper 14
1 Kings 19:9-18
Psalm 85:8-13
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

August 16 - Proper 15
Isaiah 56:1,6-8
Psalm 67
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-
28

August 23 - Proper 16
Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm 138
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

August 30 - Proper 17
Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26:1-8
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

September 6 - Proper 18
Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

Find the readings every 
week on the church

website or at 
lectionarypage.net

Senior Warden Report
Dear All,

Although the inside of our church building is closed we can all enjoy 
the outside landscaping and flowers.  So much time has been spent 
and work has been accomplished and the results are beautiful.  I 
suggested in an earlier report that you should do a drive by and take 
pride in what has been done.

Ellen Safley got the ball rolling with her trimming, weeding and 
mulching of the islands and grounds.  Sharon Rice, as usual, plant-
ed and waters the two large pots by the front door.  Every season 
she keeps them looking appropriate.  Colleen Shrank provided the 
petunias for the other large pots and they have taken off beauti-
fully. Bill White patched our potholes in the drive and cut down the 
deformed trees by the front door.  It all looks great; done originally 
for the Ordinations held July 18th.  The project has been picked up 
by Bill Anderson with the help of his friend Ed Demming. It contin-
ues to give our building a professional appearance. Rebecca Stermer 
and I added our assistance as well. Please forgive me if I have missed 
anyone. Let me know and I will cover my error in subsequent issues.

Online services are faithfully attended and wonderfully presided 
over by Fr. Michael and Rev. Ann and ALL their assistants. We thank 
them so much. 

Please keep in mind that Elizabeth will be on vacation August 7-17. 
We all wish her well.

The reopening of our building rests with the Diocese and we will let 
you know as soon as possible when that will be.  We all look forward 
to seeing each other and worshiping together in the building when 
the time is right.

Peace and Blessings for a healthy return,

Jane Brewer
Senior Warden
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Sunday School & 
Youth Formation Update

Just like with many other things in this unfortunate COVID world we are living in, the month of March 
not only brought about our church building closing, but also the premature end to the 2020-21 Sunday 
School/Youth Formation year.
 
And I’ll be 100 percent honest – I miss all of what we had going on at St. Christopher’s. Everyone here is 
truly a second family, and some even hire our kids to paint decks at their home!
 
In my three years as Director of Christian Education, it has been a roller coaster of a ride. I’ve written ad 
nauseum about how we have so few young families but the ones we do have get an enriched dose of His 
Word each Sunday.
 
I just wish there was a way we could snap our fingers and get 50 new families with kids that are looking 
for a solid Sunday School program. And while none of us have magic beans, most of us wish we did.
 
So now, humbly, I come to you, my parish family, asking for suggestions on how we can appeal to young 
families to come check us out and see what we can offer today’s youth.
 
Let me know your thoughts by emailing me at matt@stchrisgrandblanc.org.
 
Of course, we have already started planning for a return to Sunday School – in some fashion – once 
school starts back up later this month and into September.
 
Like many of you, I think we’re all anxious to get 
back into our former routines, but while that 
may not be realistic to an extent, I believe Sunday 
School can and should be part of that routine, at 
least every Sunday.
 
We have the building. We have the teachers. We 
have the curriculum. We have some kids. Now we 
need to take it up a notch.
 
Looking forward to hearing from you!
 
Be well, my friends!

Matt Mackinder
Director of Christian Education
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Ally Challenge Parking 
Complete for 2020!

As I rest here in the sand on the shore of Lake Huron and think 
about the Ally Challenge.  I keep reflecting on 2 idea.  First, I am 
so thankful for all our members who step up every year to ac-
complish this fundraiser.  And, second, that even with the COVID 
challenge, the Ally Challenge was able to proceed continuing St. 
Christopher’s partnership with the tournament.  Certainly, this 
event was different.  Having no spectators, half the number of 
volunteers and fewer caddies made the number of cars to place on 
our front lawn and parking lot an easier task.  The cooler tem-
peratures, low humidity and lovely breezes made the weather a 
delight.  (I made very few trips to the walk-in cooler just to “cool 
off”.)  And the opportunity to reconnect and converse with friends 
we have been out of touch with for months was a special blessing!

I believe that people need to be acknowledged for their efforts and 
so I extend much appreciation to:

Dave, Tony & Carrie Warner for striping the lawn and helping to hang all the banners.

Jim & Jackie Beal – our “meals on wheels” for providing coffee, yummy cookies and other snacks to keep 
our energy up.

Our parking crew:

Colleen Shrank
Dawn Rutherford
Victoria Price
Louise McAra
Caroline James
Ed Roelle
Ken Peterson
Eldon & Shirley Dove
Bill White
Fr. Michael Spencer

Linda Rathburn
Jane Yorks
Bob Medlyn
Chapin Cook
Fr. Michael & Karen Carr
Jane Brewer
Sharon & Harold Escue
Greg Hassold
Becky Stermer
Louise Desgranges

To Barb Schmidt – we missed you and hope your leg is better very soon!

Ally Challenge 2021 seems a long way off, but dates for next year’s tourney will be announced soon.  I’ll 
keep you posted!

And again, many thanks!

Ellen Safley
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GGeett  YYoouurr  TTrruummppeetteerr  bbyy  EE--mmaaiill!!  
Get your Trumpeter faster and help us to save on postage! 

If you would like to receive your Trumpeter by e-mail, please e-mail us with your e-mail address at  
office@stchrisgrandblanc.org 

Thank you for your continued support! 

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 
G-9020 South Saginaw Road 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 


