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November 2020

Trumpeter

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
8:00 & 10:15 AM Sunday Services

Online Service Schedule
Sundays

8 am - Morning Prayer Service via Facebook Live & Zoom
Zoom Gathering following
10:15 am - Morning Prayer Service with Music
via Facebook Live & Zoom
Zoom Gathering following

Wednesdays

5:30 pm - Evening Prayer via Facebook Live
6:00 pm - Zoom Bible Study

Heads Up!!

Christmas Families Outreach opportunity
coming soon!!!
St. Christopher’s family, it is near the time when
we will be sponsoring a family for Christmas.
Check the weekly Trumpeter. As soon as we have
more information we will share it with you.
Looking forward to sharing what we have with
others,

Becky Stermer
Bobbie Walton
Bill Anderson

St. Christopher’s Episcopal
Church

9020 S. Saginaw Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439
(810) 694-3600
Office@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Staff
The Reverend Ann Grady
Priest in Charge
RevAnn2709@gmail.com
The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr,
Priest in Residence
FrMike@stchrisgrandblanc.org
The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie,
Associate Emeritus
The Reverend Canon Michael Spencer,
Assistant to the Rector
Michael@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Nada Radakovich, Director of Music
Nada@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Dr. Greg Hassold, Parish Organist
Greg@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Elizabeth Sailus, Administrative Assistant
Elizabeth@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Ashley Sweers, Nursery Coordinator
Ashley@stchrisgrandblanc.org
Joel Stoeklin, Sexton
sexton@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Senior Warden Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Here we are in November. So much to do and be Thankful
for. Such as, results from the election, Parade of Pledges,
Thanksgiving and the coming of Advent.
Your support of our “church” is nothing short of AMAZING! Yes, we miss each other and hope we can all stay safe
as this virus rages. We need to do our part staying home.
The Parade of Pledges, set for November 15 from 2-4, is
for EVERYONE! Do not miss your chance to drive by our
church building and receive many surprises of food and
gifts and THANKS from your Vestry members. REMEMBER this event is for EVERYONE to enjoy! Even if you
have already turned in your pledge (many of you have
and we THANK YOU from the bottom of our hearts)
please come join the Parade. If you choose to bring your
pledge on that day, we will GLADLY accept it as you roll
through the procession.
This is a time to be Thankful for ALL of us and show support for our Congregation.
God Bless Us All!

Jane Brewer

Senior Warden
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Since we were unable to gather in person for All
Saints’ Day this year, we remember those who have
passed since last year:

In memory of Joann Stewart who passed away January 2020.

In loving memory of Genevieve ("Genny") Wilbur by the family.
Steve & Christine Jacob, Andrew & Matthew, also Bob & Mary Van Duyne

A Note from
the organist/pianist

You may have noticed I’ve been playing a lot of pieces by J.S. Bach
ever since our services went virtual.
His “Well-tempered Clavier” are a collection of preludes and
fugues, in all the major and minor keys.
“Well-tempered” refers to the modern tuning system in which
pieces in all keys sound pretty good.
Before Bach’s time a different tuning system was used: some keys sounded great, but most were awful.
Bach was so happy with the new system that he wrote a set of 24 preludes and fugues (the first book), and
then, later in life, wrote a second set of 24 (the second book). They are challenging pieces to play. I am
enjoying this challenge, and I hope you enjoy listening to them before our morning worship.

Greg Hassold
Parish Organist
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In-Person Worship
You should have received the following letter and survey in the mail. Here is another copy in case you
didn’t receive it. Please return all surveys to St. Christopher’s by Monday, November 9. Thank you.
October 28, 2020
Dear Friends,
At its October 27, 2020 meeting the vestry approved in-person worship beginning November 29, the First
Sunday of Advent. Under the plan, Fr. Michael will conduct a single worship service at 9:00am, up to two
Sundays a month. That service will be live-streamed so that folks at home can participate as well. Rev.
Ann will continue to lead worship remotely, as she has been doing for the last several months.
While it will be good to be together, worship will not be like it has been in the past. There will be no singing, no communion, no receiving line, no coffee hour. The Re-Entry document issued by the bishops of
the Michigan dioceses requires that masks be worn. They will be provided for those who do not have one.
That document also stipulates that the number of people who can worship together must be 25% of
capacity or the number of people at six feet apart and 360 degrees, whichever number is fewer. For St.
Christopher’s that number is 58.
There is one important stipulation to this plan. Genesee County must be in the Green or Yellow range on
the COVID-19 map used by the Harvard Global Health Institute in order for in-person worship to take
place. The Institute’s data has a two-day time lag. Currently, Genesee County is in the Orange range, with
numbers of COVID-19 cases on the increase. We care about one another and so safety is paramount.
More information about the process for in-person worship will be coming. In the meantime, we need to
know from you whether you would worship in-person, or would worship remotely. This information will
help us determine how close we might come to our maximum capacity.
The Rev. Ann Grady
The Rev. Michael Spencer
Jane Brewer

You are invited to fill out the survey below, detach it, and return it by Monday, November 9 to St. Christopher’s.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I would worship in-person at 9am
Yes _______ No _______
I would worship remotely at 9am

Yes _______

No _______

					_____________________________________________
					Signature
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If you are able to continue your pledge through
these challenging times we have several
options:
1. Mail in your pledge to address below
2. Online Giving:
https://onrealm.org/SaintChristopher/give/now
3. Text StChrisGB to 73256
St. Christopher’s
Episcopal Church
9020 S. Saginaw Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

If you have questions about giving, please feel free to
contact the church office:
(810) 694-3600
or office@stchrisgrandblanc.org
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Search Committee Report

As planned, the Search Committee met via Zoom with our consultant, Rev. Tracie Little, who walked us
through the interview process. Currently that process begins when one or more candidates have been
approved by the diocesan office. The office will pass any names and documents to Tracie who will pass
them on to the committee through our chair, Frank Burger. Once we have reviewed the documents, a
telephone interview will be arranged. We will visit a service conducted by a candidate, interview references, and arrange a Zoom interview with the candidate. Before the pandemic changed the rules, the
service visit and the last interview would have been completed in person. Now, we will do those visits
electronically.
The Search Committee members stayed on the Zoom call after Tracie had shared all she needed to tell us
so we could come up with a list of telephone interview questions. We will also need a list of questions for
the references we call.
Tracie emphasized several times that this phase of the search must be confidential. We cannot discuss
any candidates or interviews with anyone outside the committee. Please do not ask any of us for information we are unable to share.
We have been assured that potential candidates are reviewing our profile and will begin interviews soon.
We continue to need your prayers for our committee as we continue our work, for our candidates, and for
the help of the Spirit as we strive to work together to bring the right person to our congregation.

Linda Rathburn

Member of the Search Committee

It’s time to celebrate!

Every year at this time we gather as a church to share a meal and
to celebrate our support for St. Christophers and be thankful
for our church family. This year the celebration will be a “drive
thru”event.
Please join us on Sunday November 15th anytime between
the hours of 2 and 4 PM for this “stay in your car” event
sponsored by your Vestry. It will be full of fellowship, gifts and
even a little food to go.
Many thanks to you who have already shown your support for St.
Christophers by mailing in your pledge cards.
Some of us plan to turn in our pledge cards at this event. Whichever way you choose, please attend and help us show appreciation
for St Christophers and its congregation.

Jane Yorks

Inreach Coordinator
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It is 7:00AM on Wednesday, November 4 as I write this. We
do not yet know who our next president will be.

Pennings from
your Priest

Nonetheless, Donald Trump has falsely declared himself the
winner. Furthermore, he wants the ballot count stopped. He
has even threatened to take his case for stopping the count to
the U.S. Supreme Court.
We know that a record number of people in the United
States voted by mail. I did so, and I would venture to guess
many of you did as well. In most states, the law requires inperson ballots to be tallied first, followed by mail-in votes.

Michigan has yet to be decided as the vote count has not been completed. So theoretically, if the President has his way about stopping the ballot tally my vote or your vote would not count.
Whatever the outcome of the election, the United States will continue to be a deeply divided nation unless we do something about it. We are stuck in the quicksand of disagreement.
Many believe the coronavirus is no worse than the flu, or it is a hoax. Many of us wear a mask and maintain physical distance; many others resist, claiming it is an assault on their liberty.
The income gap between the wealthiest and the poorest n our country is the
widest it has ever been. We are in the
throes of a racial reckoning the likes of
which most of us have never seen.
I could continue.
The point is how are we going to heal
and come together as a nation? Perhaps
the more important question is do we
want to heal and come together as a nation?
We all know that attitude is everything
in physical healing. The same is true for
healing our nation. Attitude is everything.
One November 1, the Feast of All Saints, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry preached a sermon from the
pulpit in the chapel of St. Augustine’s University in Raleigh, North Carolina. St. Augustine’s, founded in
1867 by the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina for the education of freed slaves, is one of our nation’s
Historically Black Colleges and Universities.
His was a message of hope in the run up to the election. Bishop Curry used Matthew 7.24-27, the tail end
of the Sermon on the Mount, as his text.
...Continued on page 8...
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Upcoming
Lessons
November 8 - Proper 27
Amos 5:18-24
Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13
November 15 - Proper 28
Zephaniah 1:7,12-18
Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30
November 22 - Christ the
King
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95:1-7a
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46
November 29 - Advent 1
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37
December 6 - Advent 2
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

Find the readings every
week on the church
website or at
lectionarypage.net

...Continued from page 7...
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine [The Sermon on the
Mount} and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house
on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on
rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act
on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against
that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!”
The rock, Bishop Curry noted, is the expansive, unconditional Way
of Love of Jesus. The disciples followed Jesus on the Way, and they
changed the world. While changing the world they, themselves,
were changed.
Bishop Curry noted that St. Augustine’s was founded in the aftermath of the Civil War when the country was still deeply divided. The
chapel from which the Bishop preached is constructed from stones
hewn by former slaves. They “chiseled hope from stones of despair,”
the Bishop said.
Our hope rests on the teachings of Jesus, which is the rock. And that
rock is built of love. Out of love comes community.
Stones of despair are strewn about our national landscape. Hope
seems elusive. Chaos prevails. The sense of the common good appears to have become an outmoded concept.
The mandate of our faith is to follow Jesus. Following Jesus means
following the Way of Love. If we follow the Way of Love then we desire healing and reconciliation and the restoration of community.
All of this is easier said than done. No one is more aware of that than
I am. But we must try.
If we work for healing and reconciliation and community then
maybe, just maybe, we will find that in the process we have chiseled
hope from stones of despair.
Blessings,

Rev. Ann

Priest-in-Charge
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