St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
The Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 22, 2022, 10:15 am

You are very welcome to our Eucharist Service!
The entire service is printed below;
you’ll need no books or other materials to follow along.
The Priest or Leader will say the items in regular type.
You are invited to say aloud the items printed in boldface.
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810.694.3600 | www.stchrisgrandblanc.org
Like us on Facebook: St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
or www.facebook.com/stchrisgb

Prelude

Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott, J. S. Bach

All stand and join in singing,

Opening Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #537
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The Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity
Presider:
People:
Presider:

All:

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Song of Praise

The Hymnal 1982 #S-280
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The Collect of the Day
Presider:
People:
Presider:

All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as
surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you,
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.
Amen.

The People are seated for the lessons.

The First Reading

Acts 16:9-15

A reading from Acts of the Apostles.
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and
saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them.
We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to
Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and
a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went
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outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat
down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a
worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in
purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When
she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm will be chanted by the choir.

The Psalm

Psalm 67

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance and come to us.
2 Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
6 The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.
7 May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.
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The Second Reading

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

A reading from the Book of Revelation.
In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy
city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And
the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its
lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring
their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day-- and there will be no night there.
People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will
enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written
in the Lamb's book of life.
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side
of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month;
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found
there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will
worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will
be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light,
and they will reign forever and ever.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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All stand and join in singing,

Sequence Hymn

Wonder, Love & Praise #749
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The People remain standing for the Gospel,

The Gospel

John 14:23-29

The Gospeler introduces the Gospel and the People respond,

People:

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to Judas (not Iscariot), "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does
not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from
the Father who sent me.
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"I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You
heard me say to you, `I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you
would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I
have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe."
Reader:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

At the invitation of the Preacher, the People are seated.

The Homily

The Rev. Jerry Lasley

All stand as they are able.

The Nicene Creed
All:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
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he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
The People stand as they are able during the prayers. The Leader and People pray responsively.

Leader:

Sisters and brothers, do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let
them be afraid. The God of peace has prepared for us such good things
as surpass our understanding, so let us rejoice, saying, “Let the peoples
praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.”
By the gift and power of the Holy Spirit, teach your Church to walk in the
ways of Jesus. May the gospel be found in our minds, in our hearts, and
on our lips.

Silence.
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People:
Leader:

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sign for joy, for you judge the peoples with
equity and guide all the nations upon earth. We look for the day, O God,
when all the peoples gather around your throne in praise and worship.

Please add your own thanksgivings.
Silence.
People:
Leader:

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
O God from whom all good proceeds: bless the earth to bring forth her
increase. Guide all your people to honor you by caring for your creation.

Silence.
People:
Leader:

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Give to our city, O God, your peace. Shine the light of your love on those
places that are plagued by gangs and violence, hatred and sadness. Be
merciful to us and bless us.

Silence.
People:
Leader:

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Almighty God, let your ways be known upon earth, your saving health
among all nations. Give to the sick and suffering a taste of the water of
life.
We pray especially for Rachel, Mary, Carlton, Carol, Bill, Ken, Myrtle,
Merrilyn, Machelle, Dorothy, Mike, Lucinda, Barbara, Gwen, Ben, Nell,
Pat, Bob & Marty.

The People add their petitions.
Silence.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
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People:

let all the peoples praise you.

Leader:

Grant us, O God, by your great mercy, entrance into your heavenly city
where we might worship at your throne, see you face to face, and reign
with you forever and ever. We pray especially for the family of
Rosemarie.

Silence.
People:

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

The Priest adds a concluding Collect.

All:

Amen.

All stand or kneel as they are able.

The Confession & Absolution
Priest:
All:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

All:
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Priest:
All:

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Priest:

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is
the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all. 1 Chronicles 29:11

Offertory Anthem

Turn Back O Man, Holst

The offering plates are located near the entrance to the sanctuary. No plates will be
passed, please place any offerings you have in a plate on your way into or out of the
worship space. Thank you!

The Holy Eucharist
All stand or kneel as they are able.

Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Priest:

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from
on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the
world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You
brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope
for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the
heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:
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Sanctus

Priest:

The Hymnal 1982 #S-129

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been
silent; you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you
delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your
grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the
coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought
us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you
intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends
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and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his
friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in
my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the
resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and
presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands
have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
All:

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Priest:

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine
that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we,
burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and
love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness
of time gather us with blessed Christopher and all your people into the
joy of our true eternal home.

All:

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending
praise.
Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen.

15

The Lord’s Prayer
Priest:
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Priest:
People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Priest:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are invited to share in this sacred meal. This offering of the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ is
for you, a precious child of God.
At this time, if you are joining us in-person, please carefully form a single line in the middle aisle beginning
with the front rows and working back as space allows.
The Priest will distribute communion wafers. A Lay Eucharistic Minister will distribute the wine from the
common cup. Please drink from the common cup only – do not intinct (dip your bread)!
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If you do not wish to receive either the wine or both the bread and wine, please cross your arms over your
chest to indicate this and to receive a blessing.

Communion Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #405
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All stand as they are able.

Post-Communion Prayer
Presider:
All:

Let us pray.
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup
of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and
you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in
the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
The Priest blesses the People and the People respond,

People:

Amen.

Closing Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #535
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The Dismissal
Presider:
People:

Postlude

Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Nun danket alle Gott, J. S. Bach, arr. V. Fox

Join us following this service for coffee hour in our Fellowship Hall!

***Please be mindful of Conversations before & after the service!
Others are trying to Pray!
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St. Christopher’s Church Leadership
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh, Bishop Provisional | The Reverend Jerry Lasley, Rector
The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr, Priest in Residence
The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie, Assistant Emeritus
Nada Radakovich, Director of Music | Elizabeth Sailus, Administrative Assistant
Dr. Greg Hassold, Parish Organist | Joel Stoeklin, Sexton

Vestry 2022
Frank Burger, Senior Warden | Steve Huber, Junior Warden
Bill Thewalt, Clerk | Bobbie Walton, Treasurer
Ken Duck (2023) | Kay Van Natta (2023)
Flo Gjerstad (2024) | Ellen Safley (2025)
Colleen Shrank (2025)
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