St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
Ascension Sunday

May 29, 2022, 10:15 am

You are very welcome to our Eucharist Service!
The entire service is printed below;
you’ll need no books or other materials to follow along.
The Priest or Leader will say the items in regular type.
You are invited to say aloud the items printed in boldface.

Prelude

All Praise and Thanks to God Most High, Helmut Walcha

All stand and join in singing,

Opening Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #214
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The Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity
Presider:
People:
Presider:

All:

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Song of Praise

The Hymnal 1982 #S-280
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The Collect of the Day
Presider:
People:
Presider:

All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far
above all heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to
perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his Church on
earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting.
Amen.

The People are seated for the lessons.

The First Reading

Acts 1:1-11

A reading from Acts of the Apostles.
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about
the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but
to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from
me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now."
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said,
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"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm will be chanted by the choir.

The Psalm

Psalm 93

1 The Lord is King;
he has put on splendid apparel; *
the Lord has put on his apparel
and girded himself with strength.
2 He has made the whole world so sure *
that it cannot be moved;
3 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; *
you are from everlasting.
4 The waters have lifted up, O Lord,
the waters have lifted up their voice; *
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.
5 Mightier than the sound of many waters,
mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.
6 Your testimonies are very sure, *
and holiness adorns your house, O Lord,
for ever and for evermore.

The Second Reading

Ephesians 1:15-23

A reading from the Letter to the Ephesians.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that
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the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under
his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and join in singing,

Sequence Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #215
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The People remain standing for the Gospel,

The Gospel

Luke 24:44-53

The Gospeler introduces the Gospel and the People respond,

People:

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to
them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high."
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Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the
temple blessing God.
Reader:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

At the invitation of the Preacher, the People are seated.

The Homily

The Rev. Jerry Lasley

All stand as they are able.

The Nicene Creed
All:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
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he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
The People stand as they are able during the prayers. The Leader and People pray responsively.

Leader:

Friends, take heart: the presence of the Risen Christ is filling this place
even as we pray. So let us boldly offer our prayers, saying, “Enlighten
our hearts; open our eyes.”
Great God of Promise, you have blessed your Church with the presence
of your Holy Spirit. Guide us as we go out to share the Good News.
Abide with us forever, even to the end of the ages.

Silence.
People:

Enlighten our hearts;
open our eyes.
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Leader:

Holy One, you have exalted your Son Jesus far above every earthly ruler
and authority. May all things come under his gracious dominion. We
pray that the violence and division of this world might be transformed by
the power of Christ’s love.

Silence.
People:
Leader:

Enlighten our hearts;
open our eyes.
Creator God, give us ears to hear your voice in the crashing of the waves.
Give us eyes to see your Spirit dance on the face of the deep.

Silence.
People:
Leader:

Enlighten our hearts;
open our eyes.
O God, you promise to be with us always and everywhere: speak to our
lonely hearts; assure us with your presence. And then, Lord Christ, come
to us again as you promised.

Silence.
People:
Leader:

Enlighten our hearts;
open our eyes.
Merciful God, your power is immeasurably great: heal those who are sick;
fill the despairing with hope; and lift up the lowly.
We pray especially for Rachel, Mary, Carlton, Carol, Bill, Ken, Merrilyn,
Machelle, Dorothy, Mike, Lucinda, Barbara, Gwen, Ben, Nell, Pat, Bob &
Marty.

The People add their petitions.
Silence.
People:

Enlighten our hearts;
open our eyes.
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Leader:

Mighty God, you have opened the door to new and unending life through
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus: Lift the dying and the dead into your
holy presence and grant them peace.
We pray especially for the family of Rosemarie.

Silence.
People:

Enlighten our hearts;
open our eyes.

The Priest adds a concluding Collect.

All:

Amen.

All stand or kneel as they are able.

The Confession & Absolution
Priest:
All:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest:
All:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Priest:
All:

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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Priest:

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is
the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all. 1 Chronicles 29:11

Offertory Anthem

With a Voice of Singing, Shaw

The offering plates are located near the entrance to the sanctuary. No plates will be
passed, please place any offerings you have in a plate on your way into or out of the
worship space. Thank you!

The Holy Eucharist
All stand or kneel as they are able.

Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Priest:

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from
on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the
world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You
brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope
for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the
heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

Sanctus

The Hymnal 1982 #S-125
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Priest:

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been
silent; you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you
delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your
grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the
coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought
us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you
intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends
and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his
friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in
14

my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the
resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and
presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands
have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
All:

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Priest:

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine
that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we,
burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and
love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness
of time gather us with blessed Christopher and all your people into the
joy of our true eternal home.

All:

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending
praise.
Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Priest:
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Priest:
People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Priest:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are invited to share in this sacred meal. This offering of the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ is
for you, a precious child of God.
At this time, if you are joining us in-person, please carefully form a single line in the middle aisle beginning
with the front rows and working back as space allows.
The Priest will distribute communion wafers. A Lay Eucharistic Minister will distribute the wine from the
common cup. Please drink from the common cup only – do not intinct (dip your bread)!
If you do not wish to receive either the wine or both the bread and wine, please cross your arms over your
chest to indicate this and to receive a blessing.
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Communion Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #483
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All stand as they are able.

Post-Communion Prayer
Presider:
All:

Let us pray.
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup
of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and
you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
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proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in
the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
The Priest blesses the People and the People respond,

People:

Amen.

Closing Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #460

18

19

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #723843-A. All
rights reserved

The Dismissal
Presider:
People:

Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Postlude

Toccata, Eugene Gigout

Join us following this service for coffee hour in our Fellowship Hall!

***Please be mindful of Conversations before & after the service!
Others are trying to Pray!

9020 South Saginaw Road, Grand Blanc, Michigan 48439
810.694.3600 | www.stchrisgrandblanc.org
Like us on Facebook: St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
or www.facebook.com/stchrisgb
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