St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
The Fourth Sunday of Easter

May 8, 2022, 10:15 am

You are very welcome to our Eucharist Service!
The entire service is printed below;
you’ll need no books or other materials to follow along.
The Priest or Leader will say the items in regular type.
You are invited to say aloud the items printed in boldface.

Prelude

Adagio molto, A. Guilmant

All stand and join in singing,

Opening Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #296
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The Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity
Presider:
People:
Presider:

All:

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Song of Praise

The Hymnal 1982 #S-280
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The Collect of the Day
Presider:
People:
Presider:

All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name,
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and
reigns, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The People are seated for the lessons.

The First Reading

Acts 9:36-43

A reading from Acts of the Apostles.
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Please
come to us without delay." So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they
took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of
them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said,
"Tabitha, get up." Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his
hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive.
This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed
in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Psalm will be chanted by the choir.

The Psalm

Psalm 23

1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The Second Reading

Revelation 7:9-17

A reading from the Book of Revelation.
I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed
in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
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be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to
me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and join in singing,

Sequence Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #343
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The People remain standing for the Gospel,

The Gospel

John 10:22-30

The Gospeler introduces the Gospel and the People respond,

People:

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and
said to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly." Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in
my Father's name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my
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sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has
given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. The
Father and I are one."
Reader:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

At the invitation of the Preacher, the People are seated.

The Homily

The Rev. Jerry Lasley

All stand as they are able.

The Nicene Creed
All:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
The People stand as they are able during the prayers. The Leader and People pray responsively.

Leader:

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!
The good shepherd is faithful and true; therefore, let us pray with
confidence: “Father, keep us, Jesus, lead us.”
Good Shepherd, you know your sheep: give us the ears to hear you call
our names and the strength to follow where you lead.

Silence.
People:

Father, keep us,
Jesus, lead us.
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Leader:

For those killed, injured, or traumatized because of human violence, we
pray: God, wipe away every tear from their eyes. We pray again for an
end to the violence. We pray again for peace.

Silence.
People:
Leader:

Father, keep us,
Jesus, lead us.
Creator God, by the victory of your Son, turn the valleys of death into
green pastures where living waters flow. Bless and renew your creation.

Please add your own thanksgivings.
Silence.
People:
Leader:

Father, keep us,
Jesus, lead us.
O Lord, we pray for those who work for justice and peace in our
community. Flood this city with goodness and mercy. Extinguish form
our region the fear of evil.

Silence.
People:
Leader:

Father, keep us,
Jesus, lead us.
Mighty God, we look for the day when hunger is no more, and thirst is
no more. We look for the day when the souls of the downcast are
revived, and the displaced find a home in your shelter. In this Easter
season, we pray in faith for all those in need.
We pray especially for Rachel, Mary, Carlton, Carol, Bill, Ken, Sue,
Myrtle, Merrilyn, Machelle, Dorothy, Mike, Lucinda, Rosemarie, Barbara,
Gwen, Ben, Max, Helen, Shirley, Jackie, Nell, Mary, Pat, Bob, Bill &
Marty.

The People add their petitions.
Silence.
People:

Father, keep us,
Jesus, lead us.
10

Leader:

Good Shepherd, your gift is eternal life; those who belong to you never
perish. Bring us, and those who have died, into your heavenly home
where we may worship you forever and ever.

Silence.
People:

Father, keep us,
Jesus, lead us.

The Priest adds a concluding Collect.

All:

Amen.

All stand or kneel as they are able.

The Confession & Absolution
Priest:
All:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest:
All:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Priest:
All:

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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Priest:

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is
the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all. 1 Chronicles 29:11

Offertory Anthem

My Shepherd will supply my need, V. Thompson

The offering plates are located near the entrance to the sanctuary. No plates will be
passed, please place any offerings you have in a plate on your way into or out of the
worship space. Thank you!

The Holy Eucharist
All stand or kneel as they are able.

Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Priest:

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from
on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the
world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You
brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope
for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the
heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

Sanctus

The Hymnal 1982 #S-129
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Priest:

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been
silent; you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you
delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your
grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the
coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought
us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you
intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends
and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his
friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in
my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
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And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the
resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and
presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands
have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
All:

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Priest:

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine
that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we,
burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and
love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness
of time gather us with blessed Christopher and all your people into the
joy of our true eternal home.

All:

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending
praise.
Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Priest:
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Priest:
People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Priest:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are invited to share in this sacred meal. This offering of the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ is
for you, a precious child of God.
At this time, if you are joining us in-person, please carefully form a single line in the middle aisle beginning
with the front rows and working back as space allows.
The Priest will distribute communion wafers. A Lay Eucharistic Minister will distribute the wine from the
common cup. Please drink from the common cup only – do not intinct (dip your bread)!
If you do not wish to receive either the wine or both the bread and wine, please cross your arms over your
chest to indicate this and to receive a blessing.
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Communion Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #691
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All stand as they are able.

Post-Communion Prayer
Presider:
All:

Let us pray.
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup
of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and
you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in
the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
The Priest blesses the People and the People respond,

People:

Amen.

Closing Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #708
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The Dismissal
Presider:
People:

Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Postlude

Fugue, A. Guilmant

Join us following this service for coffee hour in our Fellowship Hall!

***Please be mindful of Conversations before & after the service!
Others are trying to Pray!
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The Flowers that decorate our altar this morning were given to the
glory of God by Rod Bytwerk & Cindy Donner
in celebration of mothers this mother’s day.

Serving Today
LEM/Lector: Flo Gjerstad
Ushers/Greeters: Jerri & Paul Bassett
Tech: Tristram Shayna
Coffee Hour Host(s):
Altar Guild: Sharon Rice

Serving Next Week (5/15)
LEM/Lector: Bob Luckey
Ushers/Greeters: Becky Stermer & Bobbie Walton
Tech: Tristram Shayna
Coffee Hour Host(s):
Altar Guild: Collen Shrank

Graduation Sunday
Sunday, May 22, we would like to celebrate our high school and college grads! If you have a grad
you wish to see celebrated, please let the church office know!
Celebration Potluck
Sunday, June 5 is Pentecost Sunday. It is also the 30th anniversary of Fr. Jerry's ordination! We
will be celebrating following the 10:15 am service with a Potluck Lunch! All are welcome! Bring a
dish to pass!
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March 2022 Income: $20,574.26
March 2022 Expenses: $70,688.39
Current Bank Mortgage Amount: $575,133.92
Current Diocesan Mortgage Amount: $500,000.00

St. Christopher’s Church Leadership
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh, Bishop Provisional | The Reverend Jerry Lasley, Rector
The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr, Priest in Residence
The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie, Assistant Emeritus
Nada Radakovich, Director of Music | Elizabeth Sailus, Administrative Assistant
Dr. Greg Hassold, Parish Organist | Joel Stoeklin, Sexton

Vestry 2022
Frank Burger, Senior Warden | Steve Huber, Junior Warden
Bill Thewalt, Clerk | Bobbie Walton, Treasurer
Ken Duck (2023) | Kay Van Natta (2023)
Flo Gjerstad (2024) | Ellen Safley (2025)
Colleen Shrank (2025)

9020 South Saginaw Road, Grand Blanc, Michigan 48439
810.694.3600 | www.stchrisgrandblanc.org
Like us on Facebook: St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
or www.facebook.com/stchrisgb
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