St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
The Third Sunday after Pentecost

June 26, 2022, 10:15 am

You are very welcome to our Eucharist Service!
The entire service is printed below;
you’ll need no books or other materials to follow along.
The Priest or Leader will say the items in regular type.
You are invited to say aloud the items printed in boldface.

Prelude
All stand and join in singing,

Opening Hymn
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The Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity
Presider:
People:
Presider:

All:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Song of Praise

The Hymnal 1982 #S-236
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The Collect of the Day
Presider:
People:
Presider:

All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone:
Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that
we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.
Amen.

The People are seated for the lessons.

The First Reading

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14

A reading from the Second Book of Kings.
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as
Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you."
So they went down to Bethel.
Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan." But he said,
"As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So the two of them went
on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them,
as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and
4

struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of
them crossed on dry ground.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do for you, before I am
taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit." He
responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you,
it will be granted you; if not, it will not." As they continued walking and talking, a chariot
of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into
heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!" But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore
them in two pieces.
He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the
bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the
water, saying, "Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?" When he had struck the water, the
water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20

1 I will cry aloud to God; *
I will cry aloud, and he will hear me.
2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; *
my hands were stretched out by night and did not tire;
I refused to be comforted.
11 I will remember the works of the Lord, *
and call to mind your wonders of old time.
12 I will meditate on all your acts *
and ponder your mighty deeds.
13 Your way, O God, is holy; *
who is so great a god as our God?
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14 You are the God who works wonders *
and have declared your power among the peoples.
15 By your strength you have redeemed your people, *
the children of Jacob and Joseph.
16 The waters saw you, O God;
the waters saw you and trembled; *
the very depths were shaken.
17 The clouds poured out water;
the skies thundered; *
your arrows flashed to and fro;
18 The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind;
your lightnings lit up the world; *
the earth trembled and shook.
19 Your way was in the sea,
and your paths in the great waters, *
yet your footsteps were not seen.
20 You led your people like a flock *
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

The Second Reading

Galatians 5:1,13-25

A reading from Pauls’ Letter to the Galatians.
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke
of slavery.
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the
whole law is summed up in a single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself." If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another.
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Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh
desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these
are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led by
the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious:
fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger,
quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am
warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom
of God.
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live
by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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All stand and join in singing,

Sequence Hymn
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The People remain standing for the Gospel,

The Gospel

Luke 9:51-62

The Gospeler introduces the Gospel and the People respond,

People:

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And
he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to
make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked
them. Then they went on to another village.
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you
go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord,
first let me go and bury my father." But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own
dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one
who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."
Reader:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

At the invitation of the Preacher, the People are seated.

The Homily

The Rev. Jerry Lasley

All stand as they are able.

The Nicene Creed
All:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
The People stand as they are able during the prayers. The Leader and People pray responsively.

Leader:

If we live by the Spirit, brothers and sisters, let us also be guided by the
Spirit. And, guided by the Spirit, let us lift our prayers to the Lord,
saying, “We cry aloud to you; O God, hear us.”
We give you thanks, O God, that for freedom Christ has set us free.
Though at times it challenges our patience, we also give you thanks for
the freedom, through love, to become servants of one another.

Silence.
People:
Leader:

We cry aloud to you;
O God, hear us.
Gracious God, give us the will and the strength to prepare the way for
your Kingdom to come. May love heal our factions and peace overcome
strife.

Silence.
People:
Leader:

We cry aloud to you;
O God, hear us.
Your paths are in the great waters, mighty Redeemer. We thank you that
by the waters of baptism you have made us members of your household.

The People add their thanksgivings.
Silence.
People:
Leader:

We cry aloud to you;
O God, hear us.
Lord Jesus, you rebuked your disciples James and John when they desired
the destruction of others. Instill in us gentleness and self-control that we
might learn to love even those with whom we strongly disagree.

Silence.
People:

We cry aloud to you;
O God, hear us.
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Leader:

You are the God who works wonders. We offer to you our sincere
prayers for our hurting loved ones. Work wonders in their hearts and
lives, we pray. We pray especially for Rachel, Mary, Carlton, Carol, Bill,
Ken, Merrilyn, Machelle, Dorothy, Mike, Lucinda, Barbara, Gwen, Nell,
Pat, Bob, Marty, Grace, John, and Bill, Jr.

The People add their petitions.
Silence.
People:
Leader:

We cry aloud to you;
O God, hear us.
By your strength, O God, you redeem your people. Lead us by your
Spirit and make us fit for your heavenly Kingdom.

Silence.
People:

We cry aloud to you;
O God, hear us.

Silence.
The Priest adds a concluding Collect.

All:

Amen.

All stand or kneel as they are able.

The Confession & Absolution
Priest:
All:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
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and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Priest:
All:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Priest:
All:

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Priest:

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offering and come
into his courts. Psalm 96:8

Offertory Music
The offering plates are located near the entrance to the sanctuary. No plates will be
passed, please place any offerings you have in a plate on your way into or out of the
worship space. Thank you!

The Holy Eucharist
All stand or kneel as they are able.

Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Priest:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus

Priest:

The Hymnal 1982 #S-125

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself,
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
All:

Priest:

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and
ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All:

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Priest:
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
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on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Priest:
People:

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

Priest:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are invited to share in this sacred meal. This offering of the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ is
for you, a precious child of God.
At this time, if you are joining us in-person, please carefully form a single line in the middle aisle beginning
with the front rows and working back as space allows.
The Priest will distribute communion wafers. A Lay Eucharistic Minister will distribute the wine from the
common cup. Please drink from the common cup only – do not intinct (dip your bread)!
If you do not wish to receive either the wine or both the bread and wine, please cross your arms over your
chest to indicate this and to receive a blessing.

Communion Music
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All stand as they are able.

Post-Communion Prayer
Presider:
All:

Let us pray.
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup
of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and
you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in
the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
The Priest blesses the People and the People respond,

People:

Amen.

Closing Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #559
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The Dismissal
Presider:
People:

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Join us following this service for coffee hour in Fellowship Hall.
All are Welcome!
Flat Roof Replacement Fundraiser
Our main (peaked) roof was replaced a few years ago thanks to many generous donations from our
congregation. However, as many of you have noticed, our flat roof (the roof over the organ and on
the other side of the sanctuary) is still over 20 years old and in need of replacing. Due to the
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deterioration and the risk of even more damage being done, we cannot wait any longer to have the
flat roof fixed. And so, we have entered a contract with the same company that did our peaked
roof to replace the flat roof. The total cost of this project is at least $55,000!
So, once again, we are asking for your help to raise the money to replace our roof. If you are able
to give even a little above and beyond your pledge toward our roof project, every little bit will help
us. Please indicate somewhere on the envelope or in the memo line that your donation is for the
roof.
Total Flat Roof Cost: $55,000.00
Total Donations Received So Far: $2,645.00
Office Angels
Office Angels are volunteers who man the office during days/times that Elizabeth, our
administrative assistant, is unable to be in the office. They help with everything from answering
the phones to simple office tasks like filing and scanning documents. If you are interested in
helping out in the office from time to time, please let Sandra White or Fr. Jerry know.
Looking for Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Since we are now back to serving wine with communion, we are reinstituting the use of Licensed
Lay Eucharistic Ministers. Since we have lost a few in the past years, we would like to encourage
others to help us out in this special ministry in our church.
Father Jerry will be holding a special class for training and licensing for this ministry. If you would
be interested in serving in this ministry, please contact Flo Gjerstad (810-210-6734) or contact the
church office (810-694-3600).

April 2022 Income: $37,483.54
April 2022 Expenses: $34,341.22
Current Bank Mortgage Amount: $572,686.79
Current Diocesan Mortgage Amount: $500,000.00

Serving Today
LEM/Lector: Joyce Thewalt
Ushers/Greeters: Jane Yorks & Flo Gjerstad
Altar Guild: Anne Naber
Tech: Bill White
Coffee Hour Host(s): Bill Anderson
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Serving Next Week (7/3)
LEM/Lector: Ken Duck
Ushers/Greeters: Joyce Thewalt & Shirley Showler
Altar Guild: Sharon Rice
Tech: ??

St. Christopher’s Church Leadership
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh, Bishop Provisional | The Reverend Jerry Lasley, Rector
The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr, Priest in Residence
The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie, Assistant Emeritus
Nada Radakovich, Director of Music | Elizabeth Sailus, Administrative Assistant
Jeffrey Walker, Parish Organist | Joel Stoeklin, Sexton

Vestry 2022
Frank Burger, Senior Warden | Steve Huber, Junior Warden
Bill Thewalt, Clerk | Bobbie Walton, Treasurer
Ken Duck (2023) | Kay Van Natta (2023)
Flo Gjerstad (2024) | Ellen Safley (2025)
Colleen Shrank (2025)

9020 South Saginaw Road, Grand Blanc, Michigan 48439
810.694.3600 | www.stchrisgrandblanc.org
Like us on Facebook: St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
or www.facebook.com/stchrisgb
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