
Weekly Schedule
Sundays

8 am - Holy Eucharist Service (In-Person)
10:15 am - Holy Eucharist Service 

(In-Person & Livestreamed via Facebook Live)

Thursdays
5:30 pm - Evening Prayer on Facebook Live

6 pm - Bible Study on Facebook Live & Zoom

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church

The

Trumpeter
SEPTEMBER 2022

An Afternoon of Chocolate, Spice and All That Jazz

SAVE THE DATE ON YOUR CALENDER:  

A concert, the theme of which is “An Afternoon of Chocolate, Spice and All That 
Jazz” is being held on October 23, 2022 at 3 p.m. at the St. Christopher’s .  The 
concert will be performed by the local Rock of Ages Big Band, which played its first 
concert in December of 2004 at the First Baptist Church in Davison. The band has 
played continually in the area since that time, except during the Covid-19 lockdown.  
December 2019 marked the 16th consecutive Christmas program at First Baptist 
performed by the band.  The band consists of fifteen instrumentalists and two vo-
calists, with three of the original players still onboard as members.  When the band 

formed in 2004, the intention was to play mostly religious music, 
however, after finding there were not many playing opportunities, 
it evolved to swing style music and in 2022 contemporary big band 
style arrangements were added to the program.  In September 
of 2021, the post-lockdown band reunited with vigor and played 
some six Christmas concerts in the area, featuring both secular 
and sacred music. The band’s 2022 program draws from music 
played by: Glenn Miller; Count Basie; Duke Ellington; Dean Martin, 
Frank Sinatra; Nat & Natalie Cole; The Beatles, Earth, Wind and 
Fire; Ray Charles; Stevie Wonder; Michael Jackson; and others.  A 
reception will follow the concert in the Parish Hall to meet and 
greet the musicians.  A Free-Will donation will be collected at 
the concert.  St. Christopher’s member, Ken Duck, plays various 
saxophones and clarinet with the Rock of Ages Big Band.
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Staff
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh

Bishop Provisional
The Dioceses of Eastern & Western Michigan

The Reverend Jerry Lasley
Rector 

Rector@stchrisgrandblanc.org

The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr,
Priest in Residence 

FrMike@stchrisgrandblanc.org

The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie, 
Associate Emeritus

Nada Radakovich, Director of Music
Nada@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Jeffrey Walker, Parish Organist
Jeffrey@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Angela Zinsli, Administrative Assistant
Angela@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Joel Stoeklin, Sexton
sexton@stchrisgrandblanc.org

St. Christopher’s Episcopal 
Church

9020 S. Saginaw Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439
(810) 694-3600

Office@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Vestry 2022
Frank Burger, Senior Warden 

SeniorWarden@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Steve Huber, Junior Warden 
JuniorWarden@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Bill Thewalt, Clerk 

Bobbie Walton, Treasurer 
Treasurer@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Ken Duck (2023)    Flo Gjerstad (2024)
Ellen Safley (2025)    Colleen Shrank (2025)

Kay Van Natta (2023)   

THANK YOU!

Thank you to everyone that volunteered in August with the 
Ally Golf Challenge.  This is by far our biggest fundraiser for St. 
Christopher.  Without our volunteers, we could not make the 
fundraiser a success.  Your help was much appreciated!

     inreach event
Mark your calendars, our newest Inreach event will be a trip to 
Turkeyville where we will enjoy a full turkey dinner, shopping 
and a performance of the delightful play: Church Basement 
Ladies

On Wednesday, October 12th, we will carpool from St. Christo-
phers leaving at 9:30 a.m.and  returning before 6:00 p.m.
Tickets are limited so please choose your car partners and turn 
in your check made payable to St. Christopher’s Church with 
“Turkeyville “clearly noted in the memo.  We have a three week 
window to secure payment and pay final costs.  Don’t miss out!

Cost: $50.00 Per Person

Questions Call: Angela @ church office (810) 694-3600
or Jane Yorks 810-441-6968

Clothing Items Outreach

We are still collecting NEW or like new T-shirts, socks 
and underwear to give to St. Andrew’s for their outreach.  
Baskets to place donations can be found in the gathering 
space near the hallway to go to the Fellowship Hall.
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Upcoming 
Lessons

September 4 - Proper 18
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-5,12-17
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33

September 11- Proper 19
Jeremiah 4:11-12,22-28
Psalm 14
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

September 18 - Proper 20
Jeremiah 8 18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

September 25- Proper 21
Jeremiah 32:1-3a,6-15
Psalm 91:1-6,14-16
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

October 2- Proper 22
Lamentation:1-6
Psalm 137
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10

Find the readings every 
week at 

lectionarypage.net

notes v
    the

Music Room
Thank you, St. Christopher 
congregation, for giving the 
Flint Master Singers such a 
warm welcome! This choir 
truly enjoyed singing our 
service on August 21. This was 

their first time out since the start of the pandemic (as well as their first time 
with their new music director). 

Thank you Bobbie Goergen, Nancy Lee Fawcette for supporting this 
ensemble (alternating years). It truly was a musical highlight for 
our church. 

Thank you Cynthia Butcher, Audrey Ditri and Aaron McCoy-Jacobs for join-
ing the ranks of this choir. Despite our organ being in distress that morn-
ing, Tom Fortier jumped to the rescue and played our entire service from 
the piano. He was just wonderful, as were you, our congregation! You guys 
sang SO BEAUTIFULLY as well that morning! Thank you for participating 
so fully---it makes a difference! 

As I write this article, I cannot help but hold back tears as I am reminded 
that our Elizabeth will no longer be gently urging me to provide a para-
graph or two for our Trumpeter. She has been such a wonderful colleague.
The times she lent her beautiful soprano voice to a service or as a soloist; 
her gentle sense of humor, her kindness and patience when I have been 
behind the proverbial ‘8 ball’ a time or two over the years---Elizabeth has 
always been gracious and forgiving. I know that I will miss her terribly! 
Good luck to you, dear Elizabeth---and God’s speed! 

This coming Wednesday, August 31, we will be holding our first choir re-
hearsal. 7:00 p.m. This rehearsal will be a ‘come-if-you-are-able’ rehearsal, 
so we can prepare our Offertory Anthem for September 11, “Let All the 
World in Ev’ry Corner Sing”.   On Sunday, September 5th, Cynthia Butcher 
will be our soprano soloist for the service. She will be essaying a beauti-
ful Samuel Barber work, “St. Ita’s Vision” from his song cycle, “The Hermit 
Songs”. Then, on September 7, we will resume Adult Choir rehearsal in 
earnest, our usual time, 7 p.m.; the following week, September 14, we will 
resume Bell Choir at 4 p.m. I look forward to seeing everyone again and to 
our music making together, to honor our Lord. 

In Christ, I am yours,

 Nada Radakovich
Director of Music
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Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture 
and the sheep of his hand. *

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

 This Psalm is at the beginning of Morning 
Prayer, also known as the Daily Office or Divine Office. 
It is a part of every single morning. In this Psalm, we 
give praise and thanks to God. We acknowledge God for 
who God is. God is the Divine Creator and benefactor 
of us all. We also acknowledge who we are. God’s sheep, 
God’s children, God’s creation.
 During this month of September, we will be-
gin to see the leaves change (due to the drought we are 
already seeing this and the leaves beginning to fall). For 
some, it is seen as a time of death. But before that death 
we see beauty and splendor! The colors of fall always re-
mind me of the richness of God’s glory. It is also a good 
reminder that God’s Kingdom is not just some far away
place. It is here and now. And we are called to tend 
God’s earth. To care for it, to nurture it, to honor it.
 Yes, in many ways the season is a time of death. 
But in that death, the leaves return much needed nour-
ishment for the soil. It is a never-ending cycle of death 

and new life. Just as Jesus died and was in the tomb, the 
earth lies in dormancy. Just as Jesus didn’t just lay in the 
tomb and do nothing for those 3 days (check out the 
Nicene Creed), the earth works miracles as it seems to 
lay in rest. Without the death of Fall and Winter, there 
can not be such splendor and beauty in the Spring and 
Summer.
 As we navigate the next few months, I sug-
gest this. It could be said that we as a parish have been 
dormant for the past couple of years due to the pan-
demic. Just as Spring doesn’t happen overnight, we are 
beginning to show signs of new life. Slowly and steadily. 
Things are beginning to happen here at St. Christo-
pher’s. We have a new outreach ministry! Our Coat 
Closet will flourish! Many of our folks have returned to 
in-person worship. We are still hoping the rest will
soon return! We have some new faces and even some 
young people!
 Maybe it’s time we shed the idea of a dying 
church and realize that we are not dead yet. I am a firm 
believer that what we speak will come to pass. Let’s start 
speaking new life over our parish. Let’s start coming up 
with more creative outreach ministries. Let’s start talk-
ing about what we CAN do instead of what we can’t do.
 In all things, let us be reminded of what God 
has already accomplished. God is the creator, God is the 
Sanctifier and God is the sustainer. So, “Come, let us 
sing to the Lord, let us shout for joy to the Rock of our 
salvation. Let us come before his presence with thanks-
giving *and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, *and a great King above all 
gods.”

Blessings,

Jerry+

v  the
Priest’s Desk

Mens’ & Ladies’ GROUP
Men: We will be forming a new Men’s Club that will meet once a 
month for breakfast on a Saturday morning to share fellowship. The 
first men’s breakfast will be on Saturday, September 17 at 9 am 
in Fellowship Hall.  Reservations are highly recommended.  Please 
email or call Jerry to make your reservation.

Ladies: All women of St. Christopher’s are invited to meet for lunch 
at a Aubree’s on Wednesday, September 14th.  There will be a sign 
up sheet on the kiosk.  If you plan on attending, please advise Col-
leen Shrank so that a head count can be provided to the restaurant.
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Saturday 
evening 
services

Beginning January (please note 
this change), we will begin having 
a  Saturday evening service at 6 pm 
immediately followed by a potluck 
dinner.  There will be a “kid’s ko-
rner” for families with children.  All 
are welcome! 

Senior Warden’s Report

Well, here it is another school year upon and students and 
educators are heading back into classrooms.   Please pray for 
educators and their students for a safe and supportive school 
year.  I would like to give a great big thank you to everyone who 
recently helped out the Ally Challenge Parking to make it such a 
great success.  

We are still in need of volunteers to help with the live stream-
ing of our Sunday services.  Now that we have a new computer, 
the process is very simple.  If you are interested in becoming a 
live technology streamer at the church, please reach out to me 
or Jerry Lasley.  There will be a training opportunity in early 
September for those who are interested in becoming a Live 
Streamer.

The Vestry is also working on growing our church and outreach 
to the community.  We are looking at variety of different activi-
ties to reach out to the community and showcase what we have 
to offer as a church.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Elizabeth 
Sailus for her years of service as our church’s administrative 
assistant.  She has done a fine job and we will miss her.  Please 
join me in welcoming our new Administrative Assistant Angela 
Zinsli.

A Prayer for Vestry:

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given the gifts of lead-
ership and service to those in your Church who guide the care 
and keeping of our parish. Be present with those who serve on 
our Vestry, that their committed hearts may be fixed upon you. 
Grant them wisdom to notice the cares and concerns of this 
community, trust to follow your guidance when answers are 
not easy, and the knowledge and love of you to be ever-present 
in their discussions and decisions. Through Christ our Lord we 
offer our prayers to you.  Amen.

Thank you to everyone 
who hosted coffee hour 

in August:

Jane Yorks, Flo Gjerstad and 
Joyce Thewalt

There is a sign up sheet in Fel-
lowship Hall.  Please consider 
signing up to host!  You only 
have to make coffee/tea and 
perhaps provide a small snack 
or treat item if desired.
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New Outreach Beginning in September!

We are asking everyone to take a couple of flyers (available in the gathering space) and distrib-
ute them throughout the community to get the word out about our coat closet beginning in 
September!  

If you would like to be involved as a volunteer for our closet - please see Colleen Shrank or Jane 
Yorks!
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Worship Leaders for September/October 2022 
 LECTOR / 

LEM 
GREETERS TECH ALTAR 

GUILD 
COFFEE 

HOUR 
ALTAR 

FLOWERS 
September 4 

 
8 am 

 

Jane Brewer 
 

Dale & Sharon 
Rice 

--------- --------- --------- --------- 

 
10:15 
am 

 

Ken Duck 
Steve Huber 

 

 

Jan Taylor 
Shirley 
Showler 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Anne Naber 

 

 
Shirley 
Showler 

 

 
 Jerry Lasley 

 

September 11 

8 am  

Dave & 
Melissa Butler 

 

Jane Brewer 
Lou Alarie 

--------- --------- --------- --------- 

 
10:15 
am 

 

 
Ellen Safley  

 

 

 
Joyce Thewalt 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Jane Brewer 

 

 
Fawcett/Gjerstad 

 

 
Neuman & Jan 

Convis 
 

 

September 18 

8 am  

Chris 
McDonald 

 

Neuman & Jan 
Corvis 

--------- --------- --------- --------- 

 
10:15 
am 

 
 

Linda Rathburn 
 

Paul Bassett 
Jerri Bassett 

 

 
 
 

Colleen Shrank 
 

 

Joan LePard 

 
 

 

 

September 25 

8 am  

Kay VanNatta 
 

Jane Brewer  
Lou Alarie 

--------- --------- --------- --------- 

 
10:15 
am 

 
Frank Burger  

 
 

Flo Gjerstad 
Mike Latesky 

 
 

 

Sharon Rice 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

October 2 

8 am  

Jane Brewer 
 

Dale & Sharon 
Rice 

--------- --------- --------- --------- 

 
10:15 
am 

 

 
Bob Luckey 
Steve Huber 

 

 

 
Jane Yorks 
Mary Van 

Duyne 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Anne Naber 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

October 9 

8 am 

 

Nancy Wells 

 

Jane Brewer 
Lou Alarie 

--------- --------- --------- --------- 

 
10:15 
am 

 

 
Joyce Thewalt 

 
 
 

 

 
Bobbie Walton 

Jan Taylor 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Mary Van 
Duyne 

 

 
Louise 

Desgranges 

 

 
 



GGeett  YYoouurr  TTrruummppeetteerr  bbyy  EE--mmaaiill!!  
Get your Trumpeter faster and help us to save on postage! 

If you would like to receive your Trumpeter by e-mail, please e-mail us with your e-mail address at  
office@stchrisgrandblanc.org 

Thank you for your continued support! 

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 
G-9020 South Saginaw Road 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 


