
Weekly Schedule
Sundays

8 am - Holy Eucharist Service (In-Person)
10:15 am - Holy Eucharist Service 

(In-Person & Livestreamed via Facebook Live)

Thursdays
5:30 pm - Evening Prayer on Facebook Live

6 pm - Bible Study on Facebook Live & Zoom

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church

The

Trumpeter
NOVEMBER 2022

Our latest InReach event is in the books.  We enjoyed lots of interesting 
stories and a beautiful fall color tour as we carpooled to Marshall, Michi-
gan.  Our group enjoyed a full turkey dinner complete with pie or home-
made ice cream.  Shopping followed in the unique onsite gift shop.  We 

were entertained afterward to a performance of the hilarious 
musical “Basement Church Ladies”.  So many smiles, much 
fun, laughter, friendship and fellowship was had by all that 
attended!

INREACH - CORNWELL’S TURKEYVILLE
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Staff
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh
Bishop Provisional
The Dioceses of Eastern & 
Western Michigan

The Reverend Jerry Lasley
Rector 
Rector@stchrisgrandblanc.org

The Reverend Dr. Michael Carr
Priest in Residence 
FrMike@stchrisgrandblanc.org

The Reverend Elizabeth Morris Downie 
Associate Emeritus

Nada Radakovich, Director of Music
Nada@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Jeffrey Walker, Organist
Jeffrey@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Angela Zinsli, Administrative Assistant
Angela@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Joel Stoeklin, Sexton

St. Christopher’s Episcopal 
Church
9020 S. Saginaw Rd. 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
(810) 694-3600

Vestry 2022
Frank Burger, Senior Warden 
SeniorWarden@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Steve Huber, Junior Warden 
JuniorWarden@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Bill Thewalt, Clerk 

Bobbie Walton, Treasurer 
Treasurer@stchrisgrandblanc.org

Ken Duck (2023)    Flo Gjerstad (2024)
Ellen Safley (2025)    Colleen Shrank 
(2025)

NEW DEVOTIONAL ITEMS
Votive Candles

     Have you noticed? We have something new in the Sanctuary! What is it? If you sit 
on the right side of the nave, you might not have noticed! We now have a votive candle 
stand. What is it and what is it used for?
     Here’s all you’ve ever wanted to know about votive lights! 
“Votive lights are short thick candles inserted into small glass cups which worshippers 
may light as an act of devotion. They may be placed on shelves or stands in front of 
the Blessed Sacrament, or in front of pictures or statues of Our Lord or saints. Votive 
lights may also be used in the home, especially with a small creche at Christmas time.” 
(An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, 2000)
     Some folks thought that only Roman Catholics used votive lights. Not true! Many 
Episcopal churches use them. People light them to offer a prayer for someone or a 
special intention. For example, John Doe lights a candle to pray for peace in the world. 
Jane Doe lights a candle to pray for their daughter who is in the military and deployed 
to Iraq. Jimmy Doe lights a candle to pray for a sick friend.
     Votive candles are simply used as an act of devotion. They are meaningful to some 
and not to others. Most people who use this act of devotion make a small monetary 
donation to pay for new candles. 

Coming Soon! Way of the Cross (Stations of the Cross)
     A devotion to the Passion of Christ which recalls a series of events at the end of 
Jesus’ life from his condemnation to his burial. The Way of the Cross imitates the 
practice of visiting the places of Jesus’ Passion in the Holy Land by early Christian 
pilgrims. The first stations outside Palestine were built in Bologna in the fifth cen-
tury. This devotion was encouraged by the Franciscans, and it became common in 
the fifteenth century. The number of stations for prayer and meditation in the Way 
of the Cross has varied, but it typically includes fourteen stations. Each station may 
have a cross and an artistic representation of the scene. The stations may be erected 
inside a church or outdoors. The BOS includes the following stations in the Way of the 
Cross: 1) Jesus is condemned to death; 2) Jesus takes up his cross; 3) Jesus falls the first 
time; 4) Jesus meets his afflicted mother; 5) the cross is laid on Simon of Cyrene; 6) a 
woman wipes the face of Jesus; 7) Jesus falls a second time; 8) Jesus meets the women 
of Jerusalem; 9) Jesus falls a third time; 10) Jesus is stripped of his garments; 11) Jesus 
is nailed to the cross; 12) Jesus dies on the cross; 13) the body of Jesus is placed in the 
arms of his mother; 14) Jesus is laid in the tomb. The BOS notes that eight of the sta-
tions are based on events that are recorded in the gospels. The remaining six (stations 
3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 13) are based on inferences from the gospels or pious legends. The BOS 
allows these six stations to be omitted from the Way of the Cross. The BOS provides 
opening devotions and the Lord’s Prayer. There is a versicle and response, a reading, a 
prayer, and a collect for each of the fourteen stations. Concluding prayers before the 
altar follow the fourteenth station in the BOS service. The hymn Stabat Mater has been 
associated with the Way of the Cross. Verses of this hymn traditionally have been sung 
between each of the stations when the devotion is done by a congregation. The Stabat 
Mater appears as “At the cross her vigil keeping,” Hymn 159 in The Hymnal 1982. The 
BOS suggests that verses of this hymn be sung as the ministers enter for the Way of the 
Cross and as they approach the first station. The BOS also suggests that the Trisagion 
be chanted as the procession goes from station to station. The Way of the Cross is a 
popular devotion that is often done on Fridays during Lent. However, it should 
not displace the Proper Liturgy for Good Friday. (Online Dictionary of the 
Episcopal Church)
     These will be coming to us sometime in the next few months. They are al-
ready here, but there is a gentleman preparing them to be mounted on the back 
walls of the nave.
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Upcoming 
Lessons
November 6- Proper 27
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

November 13- Proper 28
Isaiah 65:17-25
Canticle 9
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

November 20- Proper 29
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Canticle 16
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

November 27
First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44
Psalm 122

December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Find the readings every week 
at lectionarypage.net

notes v
    the

Music Room

Thanksgiving is just around the corner!  

In the spirit of gratitude and thanksgiving, we will once again be holding our 
special “churches from our area” service on Tuesday, November 22 at 7:00 
p.m. This year, our Eumenical Service for Thanksgiving will be held at The 
United Methodist Church of Grand Blanc, 515 Bush Ave, Grand Blanc, MI 
48439, (again, at 7 p.m.) If you are interested in singing in the combined 
choir, please be at the church by 5:30 p.m. I have music for anyone who is 
interested in singing. Please come see me or leave me a note. I will get the 
music to you. Participating in this combined choir is a wonderful experience! 
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church will be there, as well as Kirkridge Presbyterian, 
Grand Blanc Baptist Church, of course, United Methodist, and several other 
churches from our surrounding area. Please do attend---it is a lovely way to 
connect with our community and build new friendships!

Also, noteworthy, “Messiah” is coming! On November 20th, at 4 p.m. in our 
Nave, the Grand Blanc Choral Society will be presenting Handel’s “Messiah” 
(selections); this concert runs about 60 minutes tops! Jeff Walker will be 
conducting from the harpsichord, a number of members of our church choir 
will be participating, as well as members of the Flint Symphony Chorus and 
the Flint Master Singers. Flint Symphony Orchestra members will be play-
ing. It will be a terrific performance. I can vouch for this, as I have already 
been privy to several rehearsals!  There will be a lovely ‘afterglow’/meet the 
artists reception following the performance.  Please do think about attend-
ing. It is a wonderful way to start the Holiday Season. 

And just in closing, I would like to thank Ken Duck and his big band en-
semble for the really fun and inspiring fund raising concert they presented 
this Sunday past (10/23). What a blast it was to hear such fun popular pieces 
played so well. I especially loved the military salute suite---Thank you for 
making this happen, Ken. Greatly appreciated! 

In Christ, I am yours,

 Nada Radakovich
Director of Music
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Well, here we are. It’s November already. This year seems 
to have flown by! It’s almost the end of the calendar year 
and November brings the end of the Church year. The first 
Sunday in Advent always begins our new Church year. This 
year, that Sunday comes to us on the end of the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend on November 27th.

November is very much a time to reflect on those things for 
which we are grateful. Gratitude is very important for us as 
Christians. Life can sometimes give us situations that call 
that gratitude into question. The loss of a loved one, a job 
or marriage ending, our health not being what it used to be.

Recently, in a discussion with my Spiritual Director, I talked 
about gratitude. I also acknowledged the fact that I have 
wasted so much time throughout my life focusing on what 
I have lost. Losing loved ones is very hard. I’m at a point in 
my life that I recognize the grief within me, but I also rec-
ognize how truly blessed I am. I am a very fortunate man. 
God has blessed me over and over and over. God continues 
to bless me.

I am grateful that I had Scott in my life for seventeen years. 
I am grateful for my family. I am grateful for my sweet dog, 
Coco. She is a very faithful companion and has helped me 
get through the roughest time in my life. I am grateful that 
God has blessed me over and over again, with people who 
love and support me. And while I know that there have also 
been folks who haven’t or don’t, I am grateful for the lessons 
I continue to learn.

My deepest and most abiding spirit of gratitude dwells in 
my faith. I am so very thankful that God created me, and 
that God saved me through the cross of Christ. Celebrating 
the Holy Eucharist is an act of thanksgiving. I remember 
all that God has done for me and for the world. I remember 
that God continues to guide us and love us and forgive us.
Being here with you, with the family of St. Christopher’s 
deepens my gratitude. Watching you love one another, 
work with one another, worship together, play together. All 
of this is life-giving. 

Focusing on what we have is important. What we have lost 
is important. There must be a time of grief. But we cannot 
remain stuck in looking behind us. We must look forward 
and be grateful for all that we have here at St. Christopher’s. 
We must continue to build one another up. To find new 
ways of being the Body of Christ in a world that is in dire 
need of love and healing, a world in need of hope.

As we move forward together, we will forge a new path. But 
we must do it together. Every single person is essential in 
fulfilling the mission of Christ in the parish of St. Christo-
pher’s. In a puzzle, if one piece is missing, the puzzle is not 
complete. So it is with the Body of Christ. We can do it only 
if every single person participates fully. 

So, as you consider what makes you grateful, I would ask 
you to do a bit of soul searching. What is it that you can 
bring to the puzzle? However small or insignificant you 
might think your gifts are, they are still gifts and an integral 
part of the puzzle. Only you and the Holy Spirit can discern 
your gifts. However, others might see something in you 
that you are a little shy about. I have come to realize that 
whenever you are given a thought or an encouragement, 
don’t take it for granted. If each of us brings our gifts before 
God, if we come in gratitude, love, and service, we cannot 
go wrong. 

The road before us may seem daunting. If we all allow God 
to work through us, we can make the journey together.

This Thanksgiving, I encourage you to sit down and write 
a note about those people and things that help you live in 
gratitude. Make sure that you make a separate note about 
St. Christopher’s. What is it that makes you grateful for St. 
Christopher’s? 

What makes me grateful and proud regarding St. Christo-
pher’s? The fact that God is working. The fact that you are 
here. And together, we will walk hand in hand as we move 
forward. Loving, healing, and nurturing one another, and 
the world in which we are present.
  
Amen.

Jerry+

v  the
Priest’s 

            men’s group
Men: We have formed a new Men’s Club that will meet once a      
month for breakfast on a Saturday morning to share fellowship. The 
next men’s breakfast will be on Saturday, November 12th at 9 am.  
Location to be determined each month.  Reservations are highly rec-
ommended.  Please email or call Jerry to make your reservation.
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Saturday evening 
services

Beginning January (please note 
this change), we will begin having 
a  Saturday evening service at 6 pm 
immediately followed by a potluck 
dinner.  There will be a “kid’s ko-
rner” for families with children.  All 
are welcome! 

Senior Warden’s Report
It’s hard to believe that it is November and soon we will be cele-
brating the Thanksgiving Holiday.  At this time of year, I always 
want to remember the things that I’m most thankful including 
my church family, my family, and my spouse.

Stewardship: As we begin our annual stewardship campaign, 
I ask that you keep in mind that stewardship is not just a one-
time event each year at this time, but it is year around event for 
every member of the church.  Stewardship is a very important 
part of church life and making sure the church has the resources 
it needs to serve everyone and our community.  I would ask that 
each person take some to pray for our Stewardship team and 
your Vestry as we work together on our Stewardship campaign.

Live Streaming: We have recently made some changes to our 
live streaming of the weekly Sunday service that have fixed the 
audio issues that were causing problems.

We are also now recording our weekly Sunday services and post-
ing them to our YouTube Channel, that way people can go back 
and watch services.  You can subscribe to our YouTube Channel 
by clicking here. 

We are still in need of volunteers to help with the live stream-
ing of our Sunday services.  Now that we have a new computer, 
the process is very simple.  If you are interested in becoming a 
live technology streamer at the church, please reach out to me 
or Jerry Lasley.  There will be a training in November for anyone 
who wants to learn how to become part of the team.

The next ladies’ lunch will be on Thursday, November 17th.  It 
will be held at Little Joe’s in Grand Blanc at Noon.  If you plan 
on attending, there is a sign up sheet on the church kiosk in the 
gathering area or you can call Sharon Rice (810) 694-5497.  Please 
submit your reservation by Tuesday, November 15th so we can 
provide the restaurant with a head count.

Thank you to everyone who 
hosted coffee hour in September:

Shirley Showler, Nancy Lee Fawcett, 
Flo Gjerstad, Joan LePard and Nada 
Radakovich.

There is a sign up sheet in Fellowship 
Hall.  Please consider signing up to 
host!  You only have to make coffee/tea 
and perhaps provide a small snack or 
treat item if desired.

CLOTHING ITEMS OUTREACH

We are still collecting NEW or like new 
T-shirts, socks and underwear to give to 
St. Andrew’s for their outreach.  Baskets 
to place donations can be found in the 
gathering space near the hallway to go to 
the Fellowship Hall.

Women’s Group

ATTENTION:
Attached for your review, please find 
a copy of the September Financial 
Package.  We would like to keep you 
informed of happenings including the 
financial status at St. Christopher’s.
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Outreach

Many thanks to ALL who have contributed to the 
St. Christopher’s Community Coat Closet!  Since 
opening on Saturday mornings, we have made at 
least 50 people of all ages and sizes warmer for 
the coming winter.  Those whom we have helped 
are quick to express their gratitude and offer 
blessings for our continued work.  Hats, scarves, 
gloves, and mittens have added to our inventory 
- a large number of those coming from Kirkridge 
Presbyterian Church.  

The closet will continue to be open for “shop-
pers” Saturday mornings through December, but 
the work of stocking the closet is a year-round 
endeavor.  So, continue to shop your own closet, 
watch for garage and estate sales, browse through 
those end of winter clearance racks, visit the in-
fants and children’s department -even if you feel 
WAY out of place and help us continue to bless 
folks in our community!
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Worship Leaders for november 2022 
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GGeett  YYoouurr  TTrruummppeetteerr  bbyy  EE--mmaaiill!!  
Get your Trumpeter faster and help us to save on postage! 

If you would like to receive your Trumpeter by e-mail, please e-mail us with your e-mail address at  
office@stchrisgrandblanc.org 

Thank you for your continued support! 

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 
G-9020 South Saginaw Road 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 


